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He Means Eyery Word — 


By GERHARD P. DOBBERFUHL 


“T believe,” we say. “I believe in 
God: .... And inJesus"Chnst =: 
in the Holy Ghost.” What does “I 
believe” mean? 

Simon Peter learned it on the Sea 
of Galilee. What happened there can 
happen and does happen to all of us as 
we struggle, with God’s help, to believe. 


“Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come 
unto Thee on the water,” Simon 
pleaded. 

“Come!” Jesus said. 

Trusting in his Lord, Peter stepped 
over the side of the boat, climbed down 
on the surging water, and walked. 

He had often seen his nets sink into 
the water. Many times he had stood 
hip-deep in this water. Today he was 
walking on it. When Jesus said, 
“Come!” Peter believed. Peter walked. 

But another voice spoke to him. 
“What are you doing here?” Satan 
whispered. “This is water. See that 
big wave rushing in. You fool! Who 
said you could walk on water?” 

“Jesus said I could,’ Peter might 
have answered. “I’m doing it. That 
proves my Lord’s power.” 

Instead, Peter looked down, looked 
away from Jesus. The boisterous wind 
frightened Simon. He became fearful. 
And beginning to sink, he cried, “Lord 
save me!” 


Jesus stretched forth His _ hand, 
pulled Peter out of the water, and said: 
“O thou of little faith, wherefore didst 
thou doubt?” 

Little faith accounted for the disci- 
ple’s failure. Although his body was 
subject to the laws of nature which 
forbid walking on water, Christ’s 
“Come!” had given him the power to 
take footsteps on the sea. 

Peter did not fail because he was 
unable to walk on the waters of Galilee. 
Jesus stated the cause: ‘Wherefore 
didst thou doubt?” Doubt, lack of 
faith, was the real reason and the only 
reason for Peter’s failure. 


Our faith, like Simon’s, depends en- 
tirely on Jesus. When we look away 
from Him, lose sight of Him, we doubt 
Him and His promises. Our faith 
contracts. We fail. 

“All things whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive,” 
the Savior promises. We accept His 
statement as true; yet we often fail to 


pray because we doubt the Lord will] 
grant our petitions. 

We fail to pray for the missionary / 
in England, France, India, or Japan be- - 
cause we are not certain the Lord will] 
hear and answer. We lack the con-- 
fidence that He will connect action on} 
our requests with a person so far re-- 
moved from us. 


Our personal witnessing program | 
often fades out because we ask our-- 
selves, “How can these halting words; 
of mine convince anyone?” We doubt t 
we can lead another person to Jesus. . 

We forget that we don’t have to con- - 
vince. All we have to do is speak the : 
Word — the Holy Spirit does the con- - 
vincing. The Bible nowhere states our ° 
words must be sparkling literary gems. . 
“Go ... tell!” Scripture says. Surely ' 
witnessing is so simple that a child can | 
do it. 


Our Bible-reading program bogs} 
down because we don’t quite see how ' 
the words we read and store in our: 
hearts can help us, even though they - 
are the words of Almighty God. We: 
have a feeling that His words cannot 
strengthen and steady the faltering soul. 

This feeling will persist until we try 
the Word and find out that it is the 
voice of God and the power of God. 
But that takes faith. 


Why do we fail? Why do we sink? | 
Because our faith is little. 

There was a time when we, at Jesus’ 
command, began to walk on the water. 
We were earnest and sincere, com- 
pletely dedicated to our Savior. 

Then we entered “life.” Complica- 
tions set in. There were distractions. 
Voices sometimes whispered, some- 
times shouted, “This way of life you 
believe in and follow can’t work out in 
1958.” 

We doubted. We started to sink in 
cares, toils, troubles, sorrows. Our 
faith shrank. It became — little. 


Is Jesus chiding you as well as Peter? 
Your faith can be strong and powerful. — 
It can carry you through deepest waters. 
It can bring you to the heart and the — 
arms of the Lord Jesus. 

Why falter? “Be of good cheer,” our 
Savior says; “it is I; be not afraid.” He 
promises: “I will never leave thee nor 
forsake thee.” He means every word. 
Trust Him with great faith. 


acy 
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Chapel-Auditorium Voted 
For River Forest 


The Northern Illinois District of 
_ Synod approved the construction of an 
_ $875,000 chapel-auditorium on _ the 
campus of Concordia Teachers College 
at River Forest. 

The District authorized the gathering 
of funds during a three-year: period be- 
' ginning with 1961, “so that the chapel- 
auditorium will be a reality when the 
centennial of formal teacher training 
will be celebrated in our District in 
1964,” said Prof. Martin L. Koehneke, 
president of the school. 

The thankoffering, voted at the Dis- 
trict’s 34th convention on June 26, is 
being provided in recognition of the 
college’s centennial in 1964. 

“With the primary function of wor- 
_ ship for the student body, faculty, and 
staff, the chapel-auditorium — seating 

1,500 persons according to present 
plans — will also be used for cultural 
purposes, convocations, and as a cen- 
ter for church conventions and con- 
ferences,” said President Koehneke. 
“Instructional facilities will be re- 
lated to the building for the teaching of 
languages, speech, dramatics, art, and 
humanities. 
“The action taken by the Northern 
Illinois District is eloquent tribute to 
_ the generous concern for Lutheran edu- 
cation by Lutherans in this area,” re- 
marked Professor Koehneke. “This will 
mean much to the program of supply- 
ing teachers for the entire Synod during 
the coming years.” 
River Forest’s enrollment for the fall 
term is estimated at 825. 


Malayan Youths Copy 
“Yankee” Movie Gangs 


“Yankee” gangs — groups of youths 
trying to imitate gangsters portrayed in 
imported American-made movies — are 
infesting Singapore and other areas in 
the Federation of Malaya, the Catholic 
Social Guild reported from Singapore. 

After a Guild-sponsored forum in 
which Singapore parents, teachers, and 
social workers discussed the problem 


Parents should remain at home more 
than they have and develop a family 
life with their children. 

Children should not be allowed out 
of the home at night without their par- 
ents’ permission. Fathers and mothers 
should specify the hour by which the 
children must return. 

The main meal of the day should 
be taken by the entire family at one 
time, and the family should pray to- 
gether. 


13 S. Baptist Professors 
Dismissed from Seminary 


Thirteen professors have been dis- 
charged from the faculty of the South- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky., by the board of trustees. 

The 13 — almost a third of 44 full- 
time faculty members — had challenged 
the administration of Dr. Duke K. Mc- 
Call, president of the institution. 

A statement by the dissident group 
was understood to question the manner 
in which new faculty members are 
hired, to cite alleged instances of limit- 
ing academic freedom, and to bring 
charges against the president’s use of 
administrative authority. 

Upholding the president, the 55- 
member board of trustees authorized 
a committee to reinstate any professor 


who “can co-operate” with the admin- 
istration headed by Dr. McCall. 

“In this situation,” he said, “it must 
be made clear that Southern Seminary 
as an agent of Southern Baptists must 
continue to be a theological institution 
in which truth is pursued with every in- 
strument that God places within human 
capacity, even while we recognize that 
our ultimate authority is the inspired 
revelation of God. We’ve still got to 
be free for human inquiry into truth, 
believing that there is no ultimate con- 
tradiction between truth and the revela- 
tion of God.” This statement stemmed 
from fears that the dispute would be 
taken for a doctrinal clash. 

The Louisville seminary, recognized 
as the most liberal of the six Southern 
Baptist seminaries, and some members 
of its faculty have frequently come un- 
der attack from conservatives in the 
denomination for “modernism.” 


College Head Retires as President 


Dr. Carl S. Mundinger, 64, head of 
St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans., 
since 1936, has resigned from the presi- 
dency for reasons of “advancing years 
and the complexity of the office.” 

Now temporary president until his 
successor is installed, Dr. Mundinger 
will remain on the faculty as professor 
of church history and economics. 


CHARLOTTE, 14TH HOFFMANN CHILD, GRADUATED FROM TRINITY 
LUTHERAN SCHOOL, Rochester, Minn. On the church steps are her parents 
and 10 of her 13 brothers and sisters. Teacher Edwin E. Zielske is at left. 


Back row, l.—r.: Mr. and Mrs. Arthur F. Hoffmann of rural Eyota; Mrs. Ken- 
neth Mensing, Pine Island; Mrs. Ronald Winter, Rochester; Mrs. Gerald Tiedeman, 
Oronoco; Leonard, Rochester. Front row: Arden and Helmuth, Rochester; Donald, 
Gordon, Duane, and Maynard of Eyota. Not present: Mrs. Keith Williams, Sioux 
City, lowa; Mrs. R. Bloom, who is in France; and Mrs. J, Costello, Newport, R. 1. 
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of youthful gangsterism, the Guild 
- made these recommendations to elimi- 
nate gangsterism among the youth of 
the British crown colony: 
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Church Warned Against 
Bondage to Tradition 


“Loyalty to tradition is one thing, 
but bondage to it is another,” Dr. Mal- 
vin H. Lundeen told the 99th annual 
synod of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church, meeting in Jamestown, N. Y. 

Vice-President Lundeen of La- 
Grange, Ill., encouraged the denomi- 
nation to bring the Gospel to the “in- 
flux of new racial groups,” to “shift 
gears” in world missions to meet the 
challenge of nationalism in some coun- 
tries overseas, and to move beyond the 
average member’s selfish satisfaction 
of a personal salvation to express his 
faith at the point of the crying needs 
of people throughout the world. 

He termed “a fallacy” the idea that 
only those engaged in full-time church 
work have answered God’s call. 

“Christian vocation is a way of life 
for every man . . . expressed in every 
righteous occupation as the individual 
understands God’s call to him,” Sam 
Edwins of Minneapolis, director of 
stewardship education, said at a pre- 
convention session. 

Dr. Donald Heiges of Chicago, exec- 
utive secretary of the National Lutheran 
Council’s division of college and uni- 
versity work, told the delegates that 
if the Gospel is to penetrate labor un- 
ions, the managerial level of industry, 
universities, or government, the Gospel 
must be taken there by laymen. 

Christ “can best be known in all 
walks of life by those who are identi- 
fied with these walks of life,” Dr. Heiges 
told a preliminary meeting. 


@ : 
T News of the Church in the World 


A new and comprehensive church 
vocational service that would attract 
men as well as women into the service 
of the church was adopted. 

A special committee will be named 
to prepare a detailed plan for the pro- 
gram, including all church vocations 
not requiring ordination. Plans for the 
recruitment, training, and commission- 
ing of both laymen and women will 
embrace the ministry of music, parish 
education, general parish work, youth 
activities, health and welfare work, 
church offices, world missions, steward- 
ship, education, evangelism, church 
finance, architecture, and other fields. 

The synod reformed its 70-year-old 
deaconess program to make it more 
appealing to modern American women. 

Hereafter Augustana deaconesses 
may marry and still remain in service 
as members of the diaconate and may 
choose to wear deaconess garb and use 
the title “Sister.” They will be com- 
missioned on the same basis as other 
persons in church vocational services. 


Germany’s President 


Thanks U.S. Congress 
For Postwar Relief 


Theodor Heuss, president of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, voiced 
his thanks to Congress for the “help 
rendered by millions of individual 
Americans . . . by the churches, the 
charitable organizations,” as well as the 
U. S. Government. 

More than a third of Lutheran World 
Relief goods have been channeled 


IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, Rolla, Mo., was dedicated May 18. Stu- 
dents from the School of Mines and Metallurgy of the University of Missouri at 
Rolla and servicemen stationed at Fort Leonard Wood “will utilize the church as 
well as Rolla area people,” commented the pastor, Rev. William Friederichs. Sym- 
bols in the deep-blue glass of the chancel windows are in ruby, yellow, and white. 


4 


(316) 


through the Christian agencies of Ger-- 
many for distribution in both the eas-- 
tern and western parts of that country. . 

During the past 12 years LWR—- 
material aid agency serving the Mis-- 
souri Synod and the National Lutheran 
Council — has shipped $86,631,861 | 
worth of food, clothing, medicines, and! 
other supplies overseas. 

Distribution of LWR’s material aid! 
is made without question as to raceé,, 
creed, or political affiliation. 


Santa Ana College Honors} 


Lutheran Nurse 


Mrs. Adelaide Mueller Brown, R.N.,, 
admitting supervisor since 1935 off 
California Hospital, Los Angeles, re- 
ceived one of the three Alumni Achieve- - 
ment Awards presented by Santa Ana 
College at commencement, June 12. 

A member of Grace Lutheran Church } 
in Los Angeles, she is also a life mem-- 


Mrs. Adelaide Mueller Brown, R.N. 


ber of the Lutheran Hospital Society ’ 
and the Lutheran Business and Profes- : 
sional Women’s Club of Greater Los ; 
Angeles. 

A 1929 graduate of the college, Mrs. 
Brown is the first representative of the 
nursing profession to receive one of 
these awards to outstanding alumni. 

After graduating from California 
Hospital School of Nursing in 1932, 
she took postgraduate work in adminis- 
trative nursing at the University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles and in com- 
municable diseases at the Los Angeles 
County General Hospital. 

Mrs. Brown and her brother, Man- 
fred Mueller, Ph. D., are the first 
sister and brother to receive Achieve- 
ment Awards from Santa Ana College. 

A chemist, Dr. Mueller teaches in 
San Francisco, where he is active in 
Synod’s California and Nevada District. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


“Are the Aarons Blind?” 


“Mr. and Mrs. General Aaron are 
regular attendants in Bible class and at 
worship. Mrs. Aaron is an assistant 
teacher in our Sunday school,” writes 
Rev. Charles A. Nahnsen, pastor of 
Messiah Lutheran Church, Santa Cruz, 
Calif., in the California and Nevada 
Lutheran. 

Among faithful church workers there 
is nothing unusual about a report like 


The Aarons read their recipes from a 
Braille cookbook 


this one, but it is unusual about the 
Aarons, because they are blind. 

Mrs. Aaron writes religious short 
stories and poetry. One of her poems, 
“Mother’s Lesson,” was used on 
Mother’s Day in Messiah Church and 
was accepted by Ideals magazine. 

The Bible and The Lutheran Hymnal 
the Aarons read are in Braille. They 
subscribe for Portals of Prayer and the 
Lutheran Messenger in Braille. 


Canadian “Minute Men” 


Called in Emergencies 


Canada’s Fellowship of Evangelical 
Baptist Churches can raise $4,000 at 
a minute’s notice for any new congre- 
gation needing funds to start building. 

God’s Minute Men is an organiza- 
tion within the Fellowship, which em- 
braces 20,000 members in 300 
churches. 

The Fellowship calls on its 4,000 
Minute Men four times a year — never 
more —to mail one dollar to head- 
quarters in Toronto. 

Organized five years ago, God’s Min- 
ute Men has helped build 17 churches. 

Each $4,000 avalanche is lent to 
a new church. When repaid, the money 
is lent to another congregation. 
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News of the Church in the World NF 
@ 


LARGELY THROUGH A PTR MISSION AT MARSEILLES, ILL., the 92-year- 


old congregation of Trinity —now numbering 100 communicants — witnessed 
the baptism of 32 children and adults. The evangelism mission helped to gain 23 
of the group, to revive the Bible class, and to double the attendance in services and 
Sunday school, the pastor, Rev. Arnold E. Kromphardt, writes. 


Japanese Christians Are 
“Eager Beavers,” 
Says Missionary 


The first Bible Camp for Japanese 
Christians who want advanced study 
to become better qualified as leaders 
in their own congregations will be held 
near Tokyo, July 18—21, Missionary 
Paul M. Heerboth reports from Yoko- 
hama. 

“Our earnest Christians are ‘eager 
beavers.’ The daily program opens with 
devotions at 6 each morning and closes 
at 10 P.M. The Japanese can get very 
few days off during a year for some- 
thing like camp; so when our members 
have the chance, they make full use 
of it,’ Pastor Heerboth writes. 

The Japan Mission of Synod has 
rented a YWCA cottage, which will 
accommodate 30 people. 

Assisting Rev. Paul Strege, who is 
in charge of the Bible Camp, are Rev. 
LeRoy Hass, lecturing on Christian 
Child Education, and Rev. Kosaku Nao, 
on Christ in the Old Testament. Mis- 
sionary Strege will discuss problems of 
being a Christian in Japan. Pastor 
Heerboth will have charge of the devo- 
tions and will also lecture on worship. 

The Bible Camp is a step beyond 
the traditional camps, where, in addi- 
tion to devotions and Bible study, there 
is also an emphasis on recreation. 

In a recent letter to his father, Rev. 
Martin L. Heerboth, who lives in Saint 
Louis, the missionary writes: “From 
August 6 to 13 I'll serve at the 14th 
annual World Sunday School Conven- 
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tion in Tokyo as a two-way interpreter 
in seminar sessions. There will be about 
5,000 people in attendance — with 
more than 1,500 expected from foreign 
countries. Each day 45 different semi- 
nar discussion groups will be conducted, 
with interpreters for each group. This 
is necessary because Australians, Ger- 
mans, Africans, Indians, etc., have their 
own ‘brand’ of English, quite different 
from Japanese English or American 
English. For example, when Americans 
speak about curriculum, the English 
would say ‘sequence.’ ” 


Anglican Laity Urges 
Inclusion of Apocrypha 


The House of Laity of the National 
Assembly of the Church of England re- 
affirmed a resolution adopted last year 
urging that the word Bible in Anglican 
canon law include the Apocrypha. 

The reaffirmation was made despite 
the recommendations of a committee, 
consisting mostly of experts in canon 
law, which reported the proposal un- 
necessary. 

The original resolution was passed 
on the initiative of Arthur Macmillan, 
brother of the Prime Minister. 

The Apocrypha comprises 15 books 
or portions which appear in the Latin 
Vulgate Bible of 1592, but which are 
not in the Hebrew Bible or the Hebrew 
Canon of Holy Scripture. Except one, 
these books appear in the Septuagint, 
Greek version of the Old Testament. 
Luther included the Apocrypha in his 
German Bible as profitable books. 


Anglican Assails 
Private-Pipeline-to-God 
Christians 


“Personal religion divorced from 
public responsibility is a heresy,” 
warned Anglican Archbishop Joost de 
Blank of Capetown, South Africa, in 
a sermon in Washington, D. C. 

One of the modern “heresies” often 
encountered among Christians, he 
claimed, is the belief that religion is 
a private matter between themselves 
and God. Rather than practice the 
teachings of Jesus in daily association 
with their neighbor, he said, Christians 
find it easier to have “a little private 
pipeline to God.” 

He compared the situation in South 
Africa, where “good, faithful, practicing 
Christians are not in the least disturbed 
by the poverty and disease of their fel- 
low man of other color,” with the situ- 
ation that existed in the Church of Eng- 
land a century ago, when its members 
were largely unconcerned by evils of 
child labor in the mills. “You can’t 
save the soul without saving the whole 
man,” he stated. 

Many Christians are guilty of “in- 


4 598 


is News of the Church in the World 
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voluntary atheism” because “so little 
of them has been converted,” he told 
the congregation of St. Stephen and the 
Incarnation. Previously an_ all-white 
parish, this Washington church now has 
a number of Negro communicants. 

A conservative “high churchman,” 
Archbishop de Blank spoke under the 
auspices of the American Church 
Union, high-church Episcopal body. 


LFC Leader Chides 
Americans for 
“Immaturity” over 
Sputniks 


“We acted like juveniles caught in 
a frenzy of negative criticism hurled 
at our educational system, military or- 
ganization, and almost any weak ‘spot’ 
we could conceivably think of in our 
civilization and culture,” Dr. Thorvald 
O. Burntvedt said in chiding Ameri- 
cans for the immaturity displayed to- 
ward Russia’s sputnik launchings. 


“Faith in God, who by His Word 
created this universe and who with His 
hand directs the course of the planets 
in their orbit, was hardly in evidence,” 


MISSOURI SYNOD LUTHERAN SERVICES IN COLUMBIA FALLS, MONT., 


began in August 1955. In March 1956 Redeemer Congregation was organized. 
The “door opening” service was conducted Easter morning by Pastor Walter R. 
Holzheimer. John Roedel, vice-president, who had retired from active employment 
when construction of the church began, worked almost full time on the building 
made some of the altar furnishings, benches for the Sunday school, shelving etc. 
His fellow members honored him with a plaque at the church's dedication, May 4. 
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commented the retiring president of thee 
Lutheran Free Church. 

Dr. Burntvedt, 70, gave his observa-. 
tions in a report at the 62nd annual con-- 
ference of the LFC, which he has: 
headed for 28 years. 

“How much Christianity is there inp 
our culture and our so-called Americans 
way of life?” he asked. “How much) 
Christianity is there in our churches: 
which adorn themselves with the name 
of Christ, the Lord? How much off! 
a Christian are you and I when we faces 
up to the unpleasant situations we do) 
not fully understand or comprehend: 
and unexpected blows strike us which: 
are hard to take?” 

Too many pastors are harnessed to) 
a schedule of services and meetings,,, 
making dangerous inroads on time for! 
study and sermon preparation, and sap- - 
ping their lives of vitality and strength, , 
he warned in his presidential report. 

To relieve pastors of some time-con-- 
suming duties, he urged that more and] 
better lay leaders be developed. 

“With the devaluation of the dollar, | 
review of the pastor’s salary is overdue? 
in many, many congregations,” he told! 
the June conference of the 77,000-- 
member Lutheran Free Church. 

Dr. John M. Stensvaag, 47, dean } 
Augsburg Theological Seminary at 
Minneapolis, succeeds Dr. Burntvedt ass 
LFC president. 


Doctors Stress Kinship 
Of Religion and Medicine: 


Because “mankind is taking a closerr 
look at all the factors which are in-- 
fluencing our lives in these critical] 
times,” religion and medicine are in} 
greater accord than they have ever been 1 
heretofore, Dr. Gunnar Gundersen of [ 
La Crosse, Wis., president-elect of the > 
American Medical Association, said att 
the dedication of the mental health: 
clinic of the Lutheran Medical Center ° 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Paul A. Qualben, M.D., a psychia-- 
trist, and John P. Kildahl, Ph. D., a‘ 
psychologist, direct the clinic, which | 
opened last September. Both men are: 
ordained ministers of the ELC. 

The clinic is the first of its kind | 
attached to a Lutheran hospital any- - 
where in the U. S. to be headed by men | 
trained in both fields. 

An active Lutheran layman, Dr. Gun-: 
dersen cited the directors’ appointments | 
as an example of the growing recogni- : 
tion of the close tie between medicine : 
and religion. 
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Mission Paper in New Guinea 


The first issue of a monthly one-page news- 
paper mimeographed by our New Guinea Lu- 
theran Church is off the press. IDUPA, the head- 
ing, means “now.” 


The paper’s first editorial, As Bilong Nius- 
pepa, is written in pidgin English. With some 
effort, any English-speaking person can under- 
stand pidgin English. 


Lorraine Spruth, wife of Rev. Erwin L. 
Spruth, missionary to New Guinea, has trans- 
lated As Bilong Niuspepa. 


The Reason 
For Having a Newspaper 


All men have seen newspapers. But not all 
can read them. They use them as cigarette pa- 
pers. The reason . . . for newspapers is not for 
use as cigarette papers. The reason for news- 
papers is to bring talk about all kinds of things 
that happen. 


Now we are making a little newspaper to 
bring all or many kinds of talk to you. 


Suppose you are going to have a gathering 
together of people for a specific purpose (a 
bring), all right, you can put talk concerning 
it in the newspaper, then later you all can know 
the reason for, the place of, and the day of this 
gathering. Suppose one congregation (all the 
Christians of a particular place or area) makes 
a “good work,” we can praise them for this work. 
Suppose there is a baptism someplace, all right, 
we can see this in the newspaper. Talk con- 
cerning the schools, what they are doing; talk 
concerning the Gospel work in other places; talk 
belonging to the government; talk belonging to 
doctors (medical advice) —these things alto- 
gether we can read about in the newspaper. 


This is the first edition of this newspaper. 
Later we want to have a newspaper every month. 
Now it is little — only one piece of paper. Later, 
if we have lots of talk, we can make it bigger. 


Suppose you know some good news you 
would like to put in the newspaper — all right, 
you write it out and send it to us. 


A few key words will help you follow the 
translation. Lukim is “look at”; niuspepa, “news- 
paper”; kauntim, “count”; sapos, “suppose”; 
yupela, “you” (you fellow). 


Other articles in the paper exhort all Chris- 
tians to be missionaries, not to “sit down noth- 
ing.” Another article tells the people to bring 
children suffering from scabies to the Lutheran 
hospital for treatment. (See cover and “Healing 
of Body and Soul,” page 12.) 


The WITNESS salutes the new publication and 
wishes it God’s blessing. 
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AS BILONG NIUSPEPA 


Olgeta man i save 1lukKim nius- 
pepa. Tasol ol tsfioekauntime, .OL 
i karamapim smok bilong ol tasol. 
Tasol as. bilong niuspepa i no 
bilong karamapim smok. As bilong 
nLuspepa i bilonge bringim = vok 
bilong ol Kain samting i kamap. 


Nau mipela i laik statim wan- 
pela 1iklik niuspepa bilong 
bringim kain kain tok long yupela. 


Sapos i gat wanpela bung i 
kamap long wanpela taim, orait 
yumi putim tok bilong en long 
niuspepa, baimbai yupela ken save 
as na ples na de bilong bung. 
Sapos wanpela kangegesan (bung 
bilong ol Kristen long wanpela 
ples) i mekim wanpela gutpela 
wok, yumi ken save long en na 
hamamas long gutpela wok bilong 
ole Sapos ol i kisim waswas long 
wanpela ples, orait yumi ken lukim 
Long nauspepa. | Lok«balong of 
skul i kamap olsem wonem, tok 
bilong wok bilong Miti long ol 
arapela ples, tok bilong gavman na 
bilong dokta, dispela olgeta 
yumi ken kauntim long niuspepa. 


Dispela niuspepa nau i Kamap 
namba wan taim. Bihain mipela 
laik meKim i kamap long olgeta 
eal Weagee SERENE Be Yop leyeyiiy lund eihail es 5). 
wanpela hap pepa tasol. Bihain 
Saposmi Late plant aL Ok, monods 
ken Kamap i bikpela 1iklik. 


Sapos yupela i save long sam- 
DeLleaseuLpela nius, 1. itnap. long 
putim long niuspepa, orait yupela 
raitim na sutim i Kam long mipela. 


Published by New Guinea Lutheran 
Mission — Missouri Synod, Wabag, 
Western Highlands, New Guinea. 
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Synod ’s Advisory Committee 


on English Bible Versions 
Reports on Its Study of 


The Revised Standard Version : a 


Ofte Bible. 


QO’: of the major problems regard- 
ing Bible use, Synod’s Council on 
Bible Study discovered in 1949, is 
having a Bible version in the English 
understood by 20th-century Americans. 
For this reason the Board for Parish 
Education, under whom the Council 
serves, created the Advisory Commit- 
tee on English Bible Versions. 

To share the ACEBV’s challenging 
assignment, the Board selected Old and 
New Testament scholars from Synod’s 
two seminaries, several pastors, and 
a representative of the Board for Par- 
ish Education. 

On May 28, 1958, the ACEBV com- 
pleted its 13-page list of recommen- 
dations for the American Standard 
Bible Committee’s consideration in the 
projected re-examination of the RSV 
text. The ACEBV forwarded its list 
in the hope that the recommended 
changes will be adopted in the 1962 
edition of the RSV. 


Evaluations of RSV 


Active for nine years, the ACEBV 
has made a five-year study of the Re- 
vised Standard Version (containing the 


By OSCAR E. FEUCHT 


Old and New Testaments), which came 
on the market in 1952. 

Before looking at the individual 
books of the RSV, the ACEBV gave 
considerable attention to pamphlets and 
books by authors and denominations 
which either approved or found fault 
with the RSV. Many of the evaluations, 
the ACEBV soon learned, were not 
based on a good understanding of the 
best Hebrew and Greek texts; for in- 
stance, the Nestle edition of the Greek 
New Testament used in our seminaries 
since the beginning of this century. The 
ACEBYV also learned that many criti- 
cisms were based on false premises. 
After this preliminary investigation the 
ACEBV was ready to go into the in- 
teresting but laborious task of checking 
the RSV with the original Hebrew and 
Greek. 

The ACEBV had the help of about 
30 of Synod’s Greek and Hebrew schol- 
ars, who investigated individual books 
of the Old and New Testaments in 
the RSV translation. All the New Testa- 
ment books were carefully scrutinized. 
Although not every book of the Old 
Testament was examined verse by verse, 


Members of the Advisory Committee on English Bible Versions (I. to r.): Streu- 


fert, Bartling, Roehrs, Feucht, Katt, Petersen, Schick 
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many crucial passages were given care+ 
ful consideration. 

The results of these investigations — 
often detailed and voluminous — were: 
examined and sifted in protracted ses- 
sions of the ACEBV. It gave special 
attention to verses which have been 
questioned. 

A great many hours were devoted,! 
for example, to the translation “young; 
woman” for the Hebrew almah in Is. 
7:14. The pros and cons were care-! 
fully weighed. The ACEBV in this in- 
stance recommended the use of “maid- 
en,” the term which the RSV uses for 
the Hebrew word almah in four other 
Old Testament instances. 

Similarly, other crucial passages were 
examined most carefully and at length 
on the basis of sound Biblical scholar- 
ship. 

Few Doctrines Involved 

After this extended study the ACEBV 
found comparatively few instances in 
which it would insist on a change be- 
cause the translation has a bearing on] 
Christian doctrine, but more instances 3 
in which the committee preferred a} 
change in the interest of greater ac-- 
curacy of translation or improvement t 
of style. Properly documented andi 
supported, each change recommended | 
gives the reasons why the change? 
should be made. 

In addition to these changes the com- - 
mittee is making recommendations con- - 
cerning the “harmonization” of Old! 
Testament quotations in the New’ 
Testament. 

As part of the study Dr. George V.. 
Schick examined every proof passage : 
in the Synodical Exposition of the: 
Catechism in the RSV translation. The : 
results of this particular study appeared | 
in a 23-page article in Concordia Theo- : 
logical Monthly entitled “The RSV and | 
the Small Catechism,” which is avail- : 
able as a separate reprint. 

As far as we know, no other church 
body has made such an extensive and 
thoroughgoing examination of the RSV 
on the basis of the latest knowledge 
of historical texts and Biblical back- 
ground. The committee is grateful to 
be able to report on this important 
phase of its work. 

During the next few years the Stand- 
ard Bible Committee will re-examine 
the entire Old and New Testament 
RSV text preparatory to the production 
of a 1962 edition. Not until that edi- 
tion appears will we know how many 
of our recommendations have found 
acceptance or what other changes have 
been made. 


“Not a Heretical Bible” 


Dr. Victor Bartling, a member of the 
ACEBV, summarizes its studies: 
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“The RSV has been in extensive use 
long enough to have won quite general 
approval for its over-all excellence. 
Also in the congregations and institu- 
tions of our Synod the RSV is widely 
used alongside the King James Version. 
The archaic language of this venerable 
version is more and more acting as 
a bar against the acquisition of inti- 
mate knowledge of the entire Bible, 
a knowledge the church is obligated 
to make possible for its people. 

“The RSV is a scholarly attempt to 
revise the traditional English Bible in 
line with the advances made by Biblical 
scholarship, while seeking to employ 
an idiom intelligible to the average 
reader of today. The RSV is not a 
heretical Bible which violates and dis- 
torts the truth of Scripture. Every doc- 
trine confessed by the church finds a 
secure basis in this version, and every 
error rejected by the church here finds 
confutation.” 


Readability and Hearability 


“Our aim is constructive,” says Dr. 
Walter R. Roehrs, chairman of the 
ACEBYV, in his preface to the recom- 
mendations for the consideration of the 
Standard Bible Committee. 

“We earnestly hope to be able to 
Tecommend the 1962 edition of the 
RSV without qualifications to our con- 
stituency. .Our list of suggested 
improvements is very small in com- 
parison with the host of renderings 
that we heartily applaud. We have been 
impressed with the uniform excellence 
of the revision as a whole. 

“This commendation also came to 
us repeatedly from those who have 
worked with us in the evaluation of 
individual books. Among its excellen- 
cies we should also like to mention its 
readability and ‘hearability.’” 


No Evidence for Attack 
on Christian Faith 


“Tt is interesting to note,” says Rev. 
Arthur F. Katt, another member of the 
ACEBV, “that quite a number of the 
persons who were asked to assist were 
at first prejudiced against the RSV, 
but changed their minds after they 
made a closer investigation.” 

Dr. George V. Schick, who has been 
with the ACEBV from its beginning, 
said in a statement to the faculty of 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 1952: 
“In general we recognize that the RSV, 
which is based on the original King 
James Version and its later British and 
American Revisions, very successfully 
transmits to the modern English reader 
the message of God’s Word in an idio- 
“matic and readily understandable form. 
There is no evidence for the charge that 
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this new version has for its special ob- 
jective an attack on our Christian faith. 

“Nevertheless we must add that there 
are instances where we cannot agree 
with the translations offered... . There 
has never been and there will never 
be a translation of the Scriptures which 
will measure up completely to every 
demand, but we believe that the new 
version may be helpful in presenting 
God’s own message to our people in 
a more readable form than the King 
James Version offers. We do not be- 
lieve that its use will undermine the- 
faith of our members in any doctrine 
of the Scriptures.” 

The members of the present ACEBV 
are: Drs. Walter R. Roehrs and George 
V. Schick, professors of Old Testa- 
ment interpretation; Dr. Victor Bartling 
and Prof. Lorman M. Petersen, pro- 
fessors of New Testament interpreta- 
tion; Rev. Arthur F. Katt, pastor of 
St. Peter's. Church, Shaker Heights, 
Ohio; Dr. Waldemar B. Streufert, pas- 
tor of St. John’s Church, Mount Pros- 
pect, Ill.; and Dr. Oscar E. Feucht, 
chairman of the Council on Bible Study 
and representative of the Board for 
Parish Education. 


‘ 
‘ 
HEBREW ) 
OLD 1 
TESTAMENT A 
b——>F 3rd Century B.C 
Greek Old Testament 
90 A.D. i 
CANON FIXED eeace! 
4th Century A.D. 
Latin Vulgate Bible 
Jerome 
700-1000 
AmpC, 735 


OLDEST MS Anglo-Saxon 
KNOWN UNTIL Paraphrases 
1947 
(Mossoretic 
text established) 


1380-84 
Wiclif Bible 
(Hereford, Purvey) 


1488 
FIRST PRINTED 
HEBREW O.T. 


1528 4 
Pagninus 
Latin Bible 


Great Bible 


[[]]f Goronotngy of the English Bitte if) 


Bede’ 


1522 
1525 Luther's German N.T. = 
Tyndale Luther's German Bible 1534 
First Printed N.T 
Pentateuch 1530 
Cleese NT. 1535 a 


1535 ———_________» <3 


Coverdale , 
First Printed English Bible | pee $ Bible 
1539 1539 


Former members of the ACEBV in- 
clude Dr. Martin H. Franzmann, Dr. 
Walter A. Baepler, Prof. E. J. Saleska 
(deceased), Rev. Lewis C. Niemoeller, 
and Rev. William Backus. The com- 
mittee acknowledges gratefully the sub- 
stantial assistance given to this project 
by some thirty linguists at our synodi- 
cal seminaries and colleges. 


Bible-reading Laity 


The sole purpose of the ACEBV has 
been to help our generation of English- 
speaking Christians have a Bible text 
that would be readable and easily un- 
derstandable in the light of the constant 
changing of the English language. Be- 
yond this primary objective the ACEBV 
purposes to make possible a greater 
at-home-ness in the Holy Scriptures 
on the part of children, young people, 
and adults, and in that way help build 
a Bible-reading laity. 

The committee is not working for 
any one translation to the exclusion of 
all others. Many new English transla- 
tions are on the market for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

The language of the KJV is becom- 


(Continued on page 20) 


GREEK 


TESTAMENT 


NEW TESTAMENT 
BOOKS WRITTEN 
2nd-4th Century A.D. 

Syriac, Old Latin 

Coptic Translations 


1456 ? 
First Printed Latin Bible 
Gutenberg 


4TH. CENT. A.D. 

CANON FIXED 

Severo! great MS 
copier mode 


s John 


FIRST PRINTED 
N.T. (Erosmus) 


Taverner 1550 
Set up in Churches aa. STEPHANUS 
i560 1557 EDITION 
Senets Bible Beza's Greek and Latin 
1568 Testament = 
Bishops’ Bible 
1582-1610 
Rheims-Douai Bible \ell 
i ; f 1624 
King James Bible “TEXTUS RECEPTUS” 
(Stephonus) 
1840 
IMPORTANT MSS 
1881-1885 discovered and studied 


English Revised Version 


4 
1901 


American Standard Edition 


1897 
Discoverr es of Papyri 
become important 


Of the English Revised Version 


1917 
Jewish Publication 
Society O.T. 


1941 


Cenfraternity NT. 1946 


1947 
Discovery of 
“Dead Sea” MSS 
(Some OT Books) 


possibly written 
2nd Century B.C. 


(——_ 
1952-1955 
Confraternity Bible 
Vol. Gen.-Ruth 


1952 
Revised Standard 


Modern Speech Translations: 
Weymouth N.T 1902 
Centenary N.T 1924 
Moffatt Bible 1924 

Smith-Goodspeed ‘Bible 1927 


1930 
Discovery of 
Beotty Papyn 

of 2-4 Century AD 


Revised Standard N.T. 


Bible 


Vol. IM Job-Sirach 
American Bible Society 
NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 
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When You Pack 


Vacation with God, 
not away from Him 


What the patient needed, according to the doctor, 
was a complete change. “Take a vacation. Go some 
place — any place away from home — and you'll bounce 
back in no time.” 

Wonderful! But for some homemakers, farmers, and 
other workers, toil and responsibility are suspended only 
when necessity dictates an intermission. 

If your calling and resources permit you to enjoy an 
annual period of relaxation from routine, thank God for 
this special benefit! 

When you pack for your vacation, include your Bible 
and prayer book. If your plans call for an extended 
tour, take the Lutheran Annual. The Directory of Con- 
gregations will help you locate the nearest Synodical 
Conference Lutheran Church. 

Every Lord’s day calls to worship, whether you fol- 
low your normal pursuits at home or whether you enjoy 
a holiday away from home. Because temptations mul- 
tiply in the carefree summertime, the Christian strength- 
ens himself through regular worship. 

If possible, make your contributions to your church 
before you leave home. Since the fixed financial obliga- 
tions of the congregation continue, plain common sense 
recognizes the impiety of a vacation at the church’s 
expense. 

Keep God and the church in your vacation plans! 


Were the Fathers Always Right? 


There is a disposition to 
challenge the church’s fathers 


“Our fathers were too sure of everything,” Dr. John 
Watson once said; “it would be a good thing if we be- 
came sure of some things.” 

This statement of Dr. Watson, a Scottish Presbyterian 
minister and author (Ian Maclaren), issues a warning 
which alert churchmen will not ignore. Especially in 
matters of practice, there is a disposition to challenge 
the pronouncements of the fathers. They were too sure, 
it is pointed out, that soul-winning is the almost ex- 
clusive responsibility of the clergy; that German is the 
language of the Lutheran church; that men are to sit on 
one side of the nave, the women on the other; that male 
communicants are to come to the Lord’s Table before 
the women received the Sacrament; that a life insurance 
policy represents lack of trust in God. 

Sometimes the challenge is more general and bolder: 
Why do we have to follow the thought patterns of the 
past? Why in this space age can’t we bring our ideas 
up to date? 

During this mood of challenge it would indeed be a 
good thing if we became sure of some things. 

The Bible is God’s Word. Of that we must be cer- 
tain. The Bible is God’s special revelation of eternal, 
changeless truth. While science gathers facts of a material 
nature and deals with natural forces and substances, 
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Holy Scripture reveals the mysteries of the kingdom of 
God. 

We must be sure of the Bible’s cardinal truth: 
Alienated from God and heaven by our sinfulness and 
sin, we have but one avenue to reconciliation and eternal. 
salvation — through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whose grace we are redeemed. There is no other way.’ 
He is the Way. 

The church’s mission — stress it again and again — 
is to preach and teach the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the 
home community and in all the world. Also in foreign 
lands people who do not believe in the Savior, who have 
not heard the saving Gospel of Christ, are lost and con- 
demned. The church’s task is to evangelize the world. 

Christ asks His followers to deny themselves, take 
up the cross, and follow Him. The Christian life is a 
total commitment to a Person. Whoever loses his life 
for Christ’s sake will find it. We have to be sure of that. | 
Discipleship is not an avocation; it’s the vocation. 

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteous- - 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto you,” ’ 
Jesus said. «It’s true. Put God at the center of your life, . 
and peripheral things will fall into their proper place.. 
Members and congregations concerned primarily with) 
unessential activities have their own reward in kind. : 

Perhaps some fathers of the church were too sure of! 
everything. Their children better be sure of the central! 
truth. 


Light in the Bishop’s Prison Cell 


He was expected to lose his mind, 
but he was not alone 


“Hungarian Bishop Lajos Ordass, foe of Communist | 
regime, who spent two years in prison, has now been! 
ousted as head of his nation’s Southern Lutheran bishop- | 
ric,” read the telegram Dr. John W. Behnken received | 
on June 27 from Horst S. Petzall of the Finnish News 
Room in the New York office of Radio Free Europe. 

Earlier this year Bishop Ordass, who is first vice- 
president of the Lutheran World Federation, was deposed 
as presiding bishop of the Hungarian Lutheran Church, 
and Bishop Turoczy was removed as head of Northern 
Lutheran District of Hungary. Both offices were assumed 
by Communist-approved Bishop Lajos Veto. 

At the time of the LWF Assembly in Minneapolis last 
August, Bishop Ordass spoke to a gathering of 60 
Missouri Synod leaders in Jehovah Lutheran Church. 

For five months Bishop Ordass had been in solitary 
confinement in his native Hungary. “I know what it 
means through imprisonment to have freedom in Christ 
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and to experience the reality of His presence,” the Bishop 
stated. 

Dr. Behnken described for the WITNEss the impres- 
sion of a person put into solitary confinement. You are 
expected to lose your mind. You do not see daylight. You 
have no one to talk to. All you get is your food. 

“The Communists did not know that Bishop Ordass 
was not alone,” Dr. Behnken said. “Jesus was with him 
there. His strength and courage were continually re- 
newed during the persecution by the words of the Savior: 
‘He that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved.’ 

“He had many enjoyable days in his life, but also 
some sad experiences. If he had to choose between those 
happy days or those dark days through which he passed, 
he preferred the latter, because they brought Christ 
closer to him.” 

Like granite is the bishop’s visage. Steeled in the 
Word for which he is fighting the good fight, the man 
who found the Light of the world brighter in solitary con- 
finement will not play politics for the Kremlin 
or any other world power. The bishop cannot find it easy 
to stand up in Hungary today as a soldier of the Cross. 
He needs the prayers of Lutheranism. 

Communism can depose kings, states, nations, bish- 
ops, people, but it cannot win against the almighty Ruler 
of the universe. “The Word they still shall let remain. 
... He’s by our side .. . With His good gifts and Spirit. 
- And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife... 
They yet have nothing won. The Kingdom ours re- 


~ maineth.” 


Loose 


“Good Sermon”? 


There is something in me which rebels against the 
_ phrase: “Good sermon.” It is almost the same as say- 
ing to an actor, “Good performance!” For while some 
- worshipers assuredly mean, “I was spiritually edified,” 
when using the expression “Good sermon,” I fear that 
far too many church members mean something else. 
Many think of themselves as qualified judges of what 
is and what is not good preaching. God’s purpose in 
having people in church to hear sermons is not to 
have them sit as music critics before a concert pianist, 
whom the critics can make or break with their opinions 
_of his performances. People are not in church to eval- 
uate either the preacher or each other. Worshipers, 
including the pastor, are in church to be judged by God, 
evaluated by God, forgiven by God, and edified by God. 
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More Give than Take 


Something for the prospective 
bride and groom to consider 


“What is your formula for success in marriage?” 
a grandmother was asked on her golden anniversary. 

“It’s simple,” she replied. “My husband and I both 
tried to give more than we took.” 

The prospective bride and groom should know it 
takes more than rings and promises and kisses to make 
a marriage: a stoutly sacrificial spirit that will not bend 
or break. 

Many a bride inwardly gloats on her wedding day 
that she has gotten the man she wanted — the one who 
is most likely to be a good provider, the one who will 
give her the things she wants and pander to her material- 
istic greed. She is out to get all she can from him. 

Her selfishness breeds selfishness and resentment in 
her husband. Quarrels follow. Deepening differences 
may lead to divorce. 

By contrast, the Christian bride builds her marriage 
on Christian love. She understands that her husband is 
not a person to be dominated and used to her own 
advantage, but a person to whose development she can 
contribute. She lives to give. She gives patience and 
kindness. She forgives. She gives in. 

The giving bride finds that her husband reciprocates. 
He does not treat her merely as a biological necessity or 
a servant. He strives to help her enjoy God’s gifts in the 
good things in life. 

Even if a spouse makes no response to selfless giving, 
the Christian still gives. For giving is doing the will of 
God. To love is to give. Giving is the Christian’s way 
of glorifying Jesus, who gave Himself for all. 

Strange as it may seem, the marriage partner will 
find that the more he gives, the more he receives. “Give, 
and it shall be given unto you,” the Lord said; “good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running 
over, shall men give into your bosom.” 


Leaves 


Neither pastor nor layman has the spiritual right 
to appear in church as a plaintiff before God or man. 
In God’s house we are all defendants, not plaintiffs. 
We are to be evaluated, not the preaching. The preaching 
of the divine Word is to evaluate us, and we are to accept 
it in humility. 

The only demands that the man in the pew has the 
right to make are that the preacher prepare himself well, 
and preach the Law and the Gospel clearly and sincerely. 
A sermon which presents the Law and the Gospel of 
Christ clearly and sincerely from a pastor who works 
diligently on his sermons, cannot be evaluated by man 
at all. Man, including the preacher, is simply to hear 
and believe. He is to think and pray about the message 
itself and examine himself in its light. — Scrip Sundry 
in the Ansgar Lutheran. 
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Last year our doctors and nurses in 
New Guinea, India, and Nigeria helped 
bring healing of soul and body to 173,266 
patients in missionary hospitals, dispensa- 
ries, and clinics in these three countries. 


As our representatives these medical 
men and women go overseas. They witness 
to God’s love in Christ Jesus to all patients. 


In addition to Synod’s hospitals and pro- 
fessionally qualified staffs of doctors and 
nurses at Mambisanda, New Guinea; Am- 
bur, India; and Eket, Nigeria, dispensaries 
and clinics also operate in Hong Kong, the 
Philippines, and among the Moslems at 
Wandoor, India. 


The Lutheran Medical Mission Asso- 
ciation co-operates with all mission boards 
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of the Missouri Synod and the Synodical 
Conference in supporting the medical mis- 
sions program. 


The Cross and the Caduceus, published 
every two months with reports and pictures 
from the overseas fields, tells how God has 
blessed the medical mission work. For sam- 
ple copies, write to Lutheran Medical Mis- 
sion Association, 210 N. Broadway, Saintt 
Louis 2, Mo. 


Showing Synod’s hospital in New’ 
Guinea, the pictures on these pages are in-- 
dicative of the work carried on in other’ 
parts of the world by dedicated and con-: 
secrated men and women who merit our’ 
prayerful support. 


Mornings at Mambisanda begin with devotions. Pictured: trained national male 
nurses; Dr. and Mrs. Klomhaus; Wanda Fricke, R.N.; Dr. and Mrs. O. H. 
Schmidt; and Marianne Denman, R. N. “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” — 
in Pidgin English — on blackboard. 


Sometimes stretcher cases are cz 
ceive Lutheran Hospital care. Ri 


Medical 


mission work 


is an important phase 
of the church’s 


overseas program 


miles so that a patient can re- 
R. N., checks patient in. 


Seven Walther League Foreign Mission Builders erected this hospital 
building at Mambisanda through “Conquest for Christ” funds. 


Miss Wiebe checks medical “Nicest and cleanest in New Guinea,” 

supplies in hospital’s phar- comments a government official about 

macy. Lutheran Hospital. The six wards have 
30 beds each. 


Emergency treatment is given in the outpatient clinic 
by Dr. Klomhaus, assisted by “doctor boy” Ipo. 


You and your Sunday school pupils or 


classroom or society may now sponsor 


Special Missions Projects 


DEPARTMENT OF STEWARDSHIP, MISSIONARY EDUCATION, AND PROMOTION 
THE LUTHERAN CHURCH — MISSOURI SYNOD. 


I dove calloberation with the Mission Deponmentt of Synod 
Ponivipeting in this project 


The 44-page catalog lists budgetary 
items needed in Synod’s missions 


“St. Paul’s Lutheran School wishes to 
participate in the mission project pro- 
gram. We are sending the amount in- 
dicated on the enclosed form to take 
care of the needs indicated. This is 
money which the children raised by 
means of a paper drive.” (Northern Illi- 


nois District) } 


“Each month our Sunday school has 
assumed some mission project in addi- 
tion to our regular monthly support of 
Synod and District. At present we are 
collecting money for the support of a 
boy and a girl in our school in India. 
Our boys and girls are thrilled to be 
able to make a personal contribution for 
a definite project in our mission field. 
With joy we send you this $50.” 
(English District) 


“The children of our school are very 
enthusiastic about their mission pro- 
gram and have elected a committee 
made up of student representatives 
from each grade. This committee selects 
the projects from a different field each 
month. 

“The pupils give the project a great 
deal of thought. They like to know just 
what they are working for and exactly 
how their money is being spent. 


“We would also like to know if there 
are films on the work of the various 
missions.” (Chicago) 


These excerpts are typical of letters 
received in response to the Missions 
Projects Catalog, sent to all pastors in 
Synod last year. The first catalog was 
issued in 1957 in response to a growing 
interest in missions among our people 
who wanted to do something special 
for missions. 
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By DoroTHy SCHROEDE 


For the Department of Missions 


That the catalog’s information on tha 
needs in the mission field is welcoma 
is shown in letters like these: 


“Our church has been rather lax ir 
mission work, and I feel it is due to lack 
of knowledge and not enough persona 
contact.” (South Wisconsin District) 


“Our Young Christian Leaguers (10 
to 13 years old) have had New Guinez 
as their missions project. On Pentecos 
Sunday they gave a very nice report om 
our mission work there and in other 
lands. They also made a model of ai 
small village, clay figures of people, 
and a papier-maché map of New 
Guinea, which was very good.” (South 


eastern District) = 


Other letters tell of making bulletins 
board displays. Some correspondents: 
request information about the history, 
present work, and future planning of 
the mission field they are helping to‘ 
support, so that pupils can give reports: 
about the field. 


Some teachers have outlined a whole: 
year’s study plan of missions with 
appropriate suggested projects for each 
month. Often the children choose their 
projects by vote. All this stimulates 
interest. 


Mission articles appearing in the 
church’s publications become mean- 
ingful. : 


Sometimes Synod’s mission executives 
cannot supply all requests. For ex- 
ample, a few want pictures of the boy 
or the girl or the missionary the group 
is helping. Many would like to have 
personal correspondence from the mis- 
sionary. We do not want to burden 
our busy missionaries with more cor- 
respondence; so we have mimeographed 
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* 


containing Te- 
ports from the field, and mail these in 
answer to requests. 


— 


copies of “News Letters,” 


Some groups make effective use of 
articles and pictures in the LUTHERAN 
~ WITNEss about the field the supporting 

organization is particularly interested 


“Adopting” Missionaries 


A letter from the Southern Nebraska 
District states: 
_ “My congregation has resolved to 
- sponsor a missionary by paying an an- 
nual unit of $600 toward his salary. We 
fully meet the synodical apportionment 
_ by remitting one twelfth of the mission 
budget each month. The $600 is being 
raised by Sunday school and Christian 
_ day school children and the various or- 
ee ewzations of the congregation.” 


2 
4 e 

ay . . . 
A congregation’s special emphasis on 
one field does not narrow their mission 


outlook. On the contrary, they become 
. interested in missions everywhere. Con- 
-gregations contributing to the support 
of one worker are happy to see the 


‘the church bulletin board and in Sun- 
day bulletins. 


“JuLy 15, 1958 


name of their “adopted” missionary on 


Herd of Cows 


Mission gifts coming by way of the 
Projects Catalog average about $40 
each, but range anywhere from a few 
dollars to $1,000 or more. Not only 
groups but also individuals adopt proj- 
ects. 

Favorites among the sponsored list- 
ings are: 

Cows for New Guinea (an entire 

herd has been furnished) 

Bibles and Christian literature 

Support for foreign fields: 

Children in boarding schools 
Teacher-training students 
Seminarians 

Tools for U.S. missions, such as: 

Filmstrips for the deaf 
Braille literature for the blind 


One, Two, Three 


Usually second and third choices are 
listed. In case the first choice has al- 
ready been fulfilled, the money can be 
used for another purpose in keeping 
with the donor’s own choosing. This 
is especially advisable now — until the 
next catalog is issued — because many 
items have been spoken for. All projects 
in the catalog are important in their 
respective mission fields. 
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Money received through selections 
from the catalog does not by any means 
represent all that is given for special 
mission projects throughout Synod. For 
years many individual members and 
groups have made direct contributions 
for other projects not listed in the — 
catalog. 


What Happens to the Money? 


Does sponsorship of items presented 
in the Missions Projects Catalog mean 
that a certain field gets all these 
“special” gifts in addition to the money 
allocated in the synodical budget for 
such items? No, but it does mean that 
the donor has become responsible for a 
specific item in the budget. By choosing 
an item listed, the sponsor has the joy 
of knowing what particular need his 
gift supplies. 


Items considered necessary were in- 
cluded when the budget for the various 
mission fields was set up. 


Your pastor will be glad to lend your 
group his Missions Projects Catalog so 
that you may see what special project 
you may decide to support. 


For further information, write Dr. H. 
A. Mayer, Secretary of Missions, 210 
N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


15 


Proverbs 


Civil Defense 


Proverbs 11:11: “By the blessing of 
the upright the city is exalted; but it is 
overthrown by the mouth of the 
wicked.” 


The world of our day is beset by 
troubles — by external pressures and 
by internal tensions. Nation after na- 
tion is experiencing civil unrest, which 
in some cases has broken out into 
bloody conflict. The “cold war” has 
become almost a way of life, so accus- 
tomed have we become to its stresses 
and perils. And over all, like a dark 
and lowering cloud, hangs the threat 
of godless Communism — not a local 
political excrescence, but an interna- 
tional conspiracy. 


What is the task, the responsibility 
of the Christian in these critical times? 
Assuredly, he must heed the inspired 


advice to “seek the peace of the city.” 
The Christian is in a unique position - 


to contribute to the spiritual welfare of 
his nation and to help strengthen the 
moral fiber of the society to which 
he belongs. As the holy writer de- 
clares: “By the blessing of the upright 
the city is exalted.” 


The Christian who is true to the 
ideals of the Gospel and who is fear- 
less in supporting them will oppose 
the corrosive influences which degrade 
the body politic, which lower the moral 
tone of the community, and which in- 
terfere with the fair and impartial ad- 
ministration of justice. He will support 
those agencies and those endeavors 
which strengthen the home and family 
life, which safeguard the morals of the 
youth, which seek to eliminate racial 
discrimination, and which strive for 


% 


__ The Christian will also serve his coun- 


try well by following the course of 


loyalty to its ideals and institutions. 


The warning of our text that “the city 
vee is overthrown by the mouth of the 
wicked” has a contemporary ring as 


we consider the subversive forces which. 
are seeking to undermine our free so-— 


_ ciety in the interest of a foreign ideol- 
_ ogy. 


The power of the Gospel, as exempli- 


fied in the life of the Christian citizen, 
is the best form of civil defense. 


THOMAS COATES 


fair and honest practices in labor-man-_ 
agement relations. ‘ ee 


The Adult Bible Class 


Much, very much could be said and 
written about adult Bible classes. In 
fact, this matter should receive great 
emphasis in our congregations. We 
should have more Bible classes for 
adults, and we should have more adults 
in Bible classes. If we are fully honest 
with ourselves, we shall be compelled 
to admit that our record is far from 
what it should be. 

Some years ago Synod established a 
Department of Adult Education. 
Dr. Oscar Feucht is its secretary. He 
has been very diligent in supplying 
Synod’s pastors, teachers, and con- 
gregations with information, encourage- 
ment, and programs. He has conducted 
workshops, Bible institutes, etc. The 
Vice-Presidents and I have urged this 
matter at District conventions. 


The matter lies very close to my 
heart. I learned the great value and 
advantages of a Bible class for adults 
by experience. I know what it means 
both for the pastor and for the mem- 
bers. I have not tried to keep it a 
secret that the teaching of an adult 
Bible class is something which I have 
sorely missed since I was taken out of 
an active pastorate. It means that the 
pastor gets the benefits which come 
from thorough preparation of the les- 
son. It requires practically as much 
time as it does to prepare a sermon. 

During the past decade throughout 
Synod great emphasis has been placed 
on the introduction of Bible classes for 
adults. There are about 69,000 adults 
who teach Sunday school classes. They 
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profit greatly from Sunday 
teachers’ meetings or institutes. But 
what about the many other adults ir 
our congregations? 
seek the advantages which membershir 
in the Bible class offers? Should not 
parents, if they are not Sunday school) 
teachers, attend Bible class while their 
children are attending Sunday school’? 
Should not the adults who have bee 
received into church membership after 
a brief course of instruction be invite 
to join the adult Bible class? Shoul 
not everyone of us “grow in grace an 
in the knowledge of our Lord an 
Savior”? 


At least 10,000 pastors, teachers,} 
and laymen have attended or will attend 
a District convention. Every one of 
them received the pamphlet Know 
Your Synod’s Work. This states: 
“Adult education widens the horizon: 
for the Christian in the following areas: : 
(1) The Bible in life, (2) Christian doc- 
trine and ethics, (3) Christian worship, 
(4) Christian family living, (5) The 
Christian in society, (6) The church 
in the world, (7) Personal evangelism 
and missions, (8) The entire steward- 
ship of life.” Those who are now mem- 
bers of an adult Bible class will readily / 
agree. Those who are not members; 
should ask themselves whether any one: 
of the areas mentioned does not offer: 
a decided advantage and a convincing; 
reason why they should join the Bible: 
class for adults. Please give it serious ; 
and prayerful thought and then act. 


JOHN W. BEHNKEN 


Se: 


LENVIEW, ILL., met Dr. John W. 


Behnken, flown by chartered plane to speak at a rededication service on Pentecost. 
Once rural, the 82-year-old congregation welcomed the above-average suburbia 


mushrooming in the parish during the past decade. 
from Sky Harbor Airport to Lansing, IIl., 


L.—r.: Earl Hansen, elder; Fred Ranz, chief steward; Al. Krambeer, member, 


Rev. E. C. Rodehorst flew 
to bring Dr. Behnken to Glenview. 


board of education; 


Robert Buhrke, trustee; Pastor Rodehorst; Louis Lass, chairman of congregation; Dr. Behnken; Ray 


Reagan, pilot; Harold Meilahn, Sunday school superintendent; Walter Hanson, 


elder; Walter Henrichs, 


trustee; Charles H. Burmeister, chairman, board of elders; Armin von der Linden, elder 
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What's the 
ANSWER ? 


® Confirmation vow — Scriptural? 
@ Jesus Christ — divine birth? 
@ The land of Nod — real? 


® Engaged persons — marital rights? 


? Question: Is it in harmony 
f with Holy Scripture to ask 

our confirmands whether, as 
members of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, they intend to remain stead- 
fast in the confession of this church 
and suffer all, even death, rather than 
fall away from it? What should we 
Say to a member who joins another 
denomination which also preaches 
salvation by grace? 


Answer: Several things need to be 
said: 1) The confirmand vows his loy- 
alty to the confession of our church, 
that is, the teachings in which he was 
instructed in preparation for his con- 
firmation, the teachings he accepted as 
the doctrine of the Bible. It is loyalty 
to the Scriptures, rather than to a 
church organization, which the young 
Christian is asked to declare at the time 
of his confirmation. Should our church 
ever forsake those teachings, the con- 
firmand would not be bound by the 
confirmation promise so long as he 
clings to the Word of God in its truth 
and purity. 2) If the Lutheran Church 
faithfully adheres to its teachings, every 
confirmand should consider it his duty 
to remain a member of the Lutheran 
Church and not affiliate with churches 
which in one way or another depart 
from Scriptural teaching. 3) If another 
denomination teaches salvation by grace 
through faith, that should be recog- 
nized with thankfulness to God. How- 
ever, a Lutheran is not free to become 
a member of another church merely 
because it teaches the central doctrine 
of Scripture. There are other doctrines 
of the Bible which also need to be 
preached in truth and purity. If a 
church teaches false doctrines, the 
Christian’s path of duty is clear from 
such texts as Matt. 16:6-12; Rom. 
16:17; 2 Tim. 2:19-21. 


We rejoice wherever Christ crucified 
is exalted and held up as the only Sav- 
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ior from sin. We also bear in mind 
that Christ solemnly instructed His 
church to teach the nations to observe 
all things whatsoever He had com- 
manded them. (Matt. 28:20; John 
8:31, 32) 
? Question: Does your Synod 
é teach the divine birth of 
Jesus? 


Answer: Your question is not quite 
clear. Are you inquiring whether Jesus 
is true God, begotten of the Father in 
eternity? Then the answer is yes (Ps. 
2:7; John 3:16,18; 1 John 4:9). Or 
are you asking about the virgin birth 
of Jesus? Again the answer is yes. CIs. 
7:14; Matt. 1:20-23; Luke 1:35) 


The Nicene Creed expresses this truth 
in beautiful words: “And in one Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of Very God, Begotten, not 
made, Being of one substance with the 
Father, By whom all things were made; 
Who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven And was in- 
carnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 
Mary And was made man.” 

Je 4:16, 17, we note that Cain 
dwelt in the land of Nod, was 
married, and had a son whom he 


named Enoch. Where did the land 
of Nod come from? 


Question: In reading Gen. 


Answer: The word Nod in the He- 
brew language means  unsettledness, 
roving, wandering. It was a land not 
far from where Adam and Eve lived 
after the Fall. It may actually have had 
the name Nod, or Moses may merely 
be pointing to the fact that Cain left 
home and led the unsettled life of a 
nomad. 
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The wife of Cain doubtless was his 
own sister or other close relative. Since 
God wanted all human beings to be of 
one blood, through descent from com- 
mon parents (Acts 17:26), it was in- 
escapable that some of the first children 
of Adam and Eve had to marry each 


other. Later, the Lord changed this 

order. (Lev. 18:1-18) 

) Question: Is there a differ- 
< ence between engagement 


and marriage in the sight 
of God? Are engaged people already 
man and wife and therefore entitled 
to the physical privileges of married 
people? 


Answer. Marriage is God’s ordinance 
(Gen. 2:18-24; Matt. 19:4-6); engage- 
ment is a human arrangement. Mar- 
riage is a lifelong union of a marriage- 
able man and woman unto one flesh 
(Gen. 2:24; Eph. 5:29-31). Engage- 
ment is the mutual consent, with pa- 
rental approval, of a man and a woman 
to get married and to live together as 
husband and wife at a stated or still 
undetermined time. 

God has not instituted engagement, 
nor has He said that in His sight en- 
gagement and marriage are one and 
the same thing. Surely Christian young 
people should regard the promise of 
engagement as binding, but it does not 
make them husband and wife. Their 
entrance upon the holy estate of mat- 
rimony still lies in the future, and 
neither the church nor the state con- 
siders them to be married and entitled 
to the rights and privileges of married 
people. Though pledged to each other, 
engaged persons must still meet several 
requirements before they are permitted 
to live together (license, tests, etc.). 
For the betrothed to enjoy the privi- 
leges of married life before they are 
legally joined in wedlock is a wrong 
which calls for repentance and apology. 


O. E. SoHN 
lg 


Walther League Marks 
Silver Anniversary 
Of Talent Festival 


When Walther Leaguers gather at 
Miami University for their 66th inter- 
national convention, August 10—14, 
they will celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of the Talent Festival and the Choral 
Union. During the past quarter cen- 
tury, more than 25,000 leaguers have 
participated in the talent program alone, 
according to conservative estimates. 


Started in 1933 at St. John’s College, 
Winfield, Kans., by Prof. Gustave A. 
Kuhlmann, the quest 
for talent has helped 
thousands of young 
people develop their 
talents for the Lord. 
Leaguers from Kan- 
sas and Oklahoma 
participated in the 
first Talent Festival 
at the Winfield 
school. So success- 
ful was this venture 
that a similar festi- 
val was held at Valparaiso University 
in 1934, 

An international Talent Festival com- 
mittee, including Revs. Paul J. Roeder 
and A. R. Kretzmann, developed an 
activities contest which attracted more 
than 1,000 participants to the Valpa- 
raiso campus. 

The following year, under the direc- 
tion of Dr. O. P. Kretzmann, then the 
Walther League’s executive secretary, 
the activities contest became the Talent 
Quest and was held as part of the inter- 
national convention. 


Through years of peace and war, our 
Lutheran youth has continued to take 
a deep interest in this aspect of the 
league program. Limitations of space 
prevent listing the hundreds of out- 
standing talents first discovered at a 
Walther League Talent Festival. Chi- 
cagoland Music Festival members, 
symphony orchestra soloists, art and 
craft winners in the secular world, first 
tried their wings at the Talent Festival. 


A few years ago the Walther League 
changed the Talent Festival’s emphasis 
on competition to the idea of talent 
sharing. Interest in the festival has not 
waned. The young people have shown 
continued enthusiasm to share their 
talents with their friends and fellow 
members. Each Walther League dis- 


ik 


G. A. Kuhlmann 


Two members of the original Talent 
Festival Committee, Professor Kuhl- 
mann and Pastor Roeder, are still ac- 
tive. Rev. Roland Seboldt of Chicago 
is now the third member, and H. Dixon 
Hemma of the Walther League staff 
serves in an advisory capacity. 


Choral Union Anniversary 


As part of the Choral Union silver 
anniversary observance at the interna- 
tional convention, all leaguers will take 
part in choral group singing, community 
singing, and a general choral festival of 
leaguer groups from the various dormi- 
tories. 

The choral festival will be under the 
direction of Rev. Robert Bergt, former 
instructor at the St.Louis seminary, 
concertmaster of the St. Louis Philhar- 
monic Orchestra, and now assistant 
pastor of Concordia Church, Maple- 
wood, Mo. 

Leaguers will also be given the op- 
portunity to learn a new musical setting 
of the Lutheran liturgy, recently pub- 
lished by Concordia Publishing House. 
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Michigan LWML District 
President Named 
“Lutheran of the Year” 


Mrs. Harold Rommler, president of 
the Michigan District of the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, in May 
was named “Lutheran of the Year” by 
the Monroe Council of Lutheran 
Churches. 


The award, annually given in connec- 
tion with Michigan Week and Spiritual 
Foundations Sunday, honors the out- 
standing Lutheran citizen of the Mon- 
roe, Mich., community. 


At Trinity Church, her home con- 
gregation, Mrs. Rommler sings in the 
choir, teaches in the Sunday school, and 
holds membership in the ladies’ aid and 
the LWML. 


She is a member of the Valparaiso 
Guild, the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the 
Monroe Lutheran Home for the Aged,! 
and the Auxiliary of the Monroe Lu- 
theran Hospital. 


Prayer Project 


The LWML of Hope Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., has adopted a prayer 
project that encourages members to be 
more instant in prayer and to remem- 
ber others in special prayers. Believing 
that it is much more effective to pray 
for a specific person or thing than to 
offer general petitions, the society has 
given all members a list of missionaries’ ’ 
names compiled from Synod’s Missions 
Project Catalog. These lists, kept handy / 
in Bibles, daily remind the members to) 
pray for others, especially for a partic-- 
ular missionary. 


Bible Roll Call 


To foster Bible reading and study,, 
members of Our Redeemer LWML,, 
North Tonawanda, N. Y., at each meet- - 
ing answer roll call in a different man- - 
ner. At one meeting each member is} 
expected to answer by giving her con- - 
firmation verse; another time she will | 
recite a Bible passage and tell why it is | 
her favorite. The members are expected | 
to answer each roll call with a different : 
verse. 


Atlantic District Members 
Distribute Free Tracts 


The tract program inaugurated by the © 
Atlantic District has made LWML 
members more tract-conscious. Free 
tracts from the American Lutheran 
Publicity Committee are sent to LWML 
societies for distribution by their mem- 
bers. 


Many tracts are enclosed in letters or 
left on trains, buses, etc. Leaguers also 
stock the tract racks at their churches, 
that other members may read and dis- 
tribute the brief Gospel messages. 


M. W. 


FOURTEEN LWML MEMBERS of First Lutheran Church, Glencoe, Minn., re- 
ceived weekly Braille instruction by mail from Mrs. Adolph Herpolsheimer of 


Lincoln, Nebr. Miss Della Wolf served as group leader. Seven of the class now 
transcribe Sunday school lessons; the others work on manuscripts, 
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trict is encouraged to send represen- 
tatives to the international convention 
at Oxford, Ohio, where they will play 
an active part in the activities of the 
convention, 
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District Conventions 


Florida-Georgia 
April 22—25, Lakeland, Fla. 


Synod’s membership during the past 
25 years has doubled, President John 
W. Behnken told more than 200 mem- 
bers of the Florida-Georgia District at 
its tenth-anniversary convention. 

“From a humble beginning in 1847,” 
he added, “when it was predicted that 
such a strict and orthodox body could 
neyer succeed in the United States, the 
church has grown to some 2% million 
members.” 

Thanksgiving to God for progress 
and growth was the keynote of District 
President F. W. Lorberg’s report. From 
May 17, 1957, to April 1, 1958, he 
announced, there had been a 23.2% 
gain in baptized members in the Dis- 
trict. Four new congregations and nine 
pastors were welcomed. 

Congregational committees for par- 
ish education were asked to incorporate 
in their program the recruitment of stu- 
dents and student aid, including funds 
for scholarships, loans, and support. 

“Establish recruitment and training 
programs for future Sunday school 
teachers,” another resolution urged con- 
gregations of the District, and “enlist 
as many men as possible, especially for 
older children.” 

The convention authorized the Board 
of Directors to place an intern youth 
director, in vicarage from Valparaiso 
University, in the District Youth Pro- 
gram in 1959. The work of the intern 
will be evaluated to determine the fea- 
sibility of calling a full-time District 
youth worker. 

Norman R. Smith, the District’s first 
full-time lay worker, was introduced to 
the convention. 


Southeastern 
May 5—8, Baltimore, Md. 


Representatives of the District’s 
churches voted: (1) to petition Synod 
to investigate the location of a prepara- 
tory school in the general area of the 
Southeastern District; (2) to petition 
the Synodical Conference to consider 
‘the possibility of transferring the 
Greensboro theological department to 
one of the existing Synodical Confer- 
ence seminaries; and (3) to encourage 
Synod’s Board of Directors in their 
efforts to widen the use of synodical 
assets, both of the Pension Fund and 
of the present synodical properties 
which are not currently encumbered. 

Participating in the Districtwide, 
‘Stewardship Board-sponsored program 
of stewardship (Kurth-Zehnder Plan) 
are 83% of the congregations. 
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Because “we must serve people where 
they are and not take the church from 
them,” the urban church will receive 
new emphasis. 

In his presidential address Rev. Wil- 
liam H. Kohn called for boldness. “We 
must truly give God a chance to work 
through us,” he said, “for it is by God’s 
power alone that we shall accomplish 
the bold goals established.” 


CHARLES S. MUELLER 


Western 
June 16—20, St. Louis 


The old Western District is still grow- 
ing. Accepted into membership at the 
74th convention were six new congre- 
gations, 13 pastors, 12 teachers, and one 
professor. Many more new stations 
could be opened if the men and the 
money were available, reported Rey. 
Paul Spitz, new Mission Director of the 
four-state District. 

Representing the Church Extension 
Fund, John F. Nolting made a plea for 
additional funds of $2,500,000 to help 
congregations secure loans for new 
churches, new schools, new educational 
buildings, and new parsonages. 

Even in man’s state of perfection, 
God made him to work, said Dr. Arthur 
W. Klinck in his essay, “Light on Scrip- 
ture from Ancient Palestinian Cus- 
toms.” Work is a great blessing for old 
and young, he stressed, even though 
modern men think otherwise. The 
Jewish people, the essayist stated, “lived 
in a land of milk and honey, but they 
had to work, work diligently, to make 
the milk and honey flow.” 

Excellent progress in stewardship, 
especially the stewardship of money, 
was noted by Rev. Waldemar Hinck, 
District Stewardship Secretary. During 
the past decade the District’s per- 
communicant average for missions has 
risen from $4.72 to $13.32. Adopted 
resolutions emphasized the importance 
of the every-member visitations and the 
new synodically sponsored sector plan. 

Motivated by the shortage of teach- 
ing personnel, the delegates petitioned 
Synod to empower the Board for Higher 
Education to establish a third four-year 
teachers college, meeting the accepted 
standards of teacher training and ter- 
minating with a bachelor’s degree. 


ELFRED L. ROSCHKE 


Ontario 
June 9—12, Windsor, Ont. 


Ontario District laymen preparing to 
be parish workers will henceforth re- 
ceive financial aid in the same manner 
as it is now granted by the District to 
members preparing to be pastors, teach- 
ers, or deaconesses. 

Five mission congregations erected 
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new churches, and two were recon- 
structed on new sites. Construction of 
the Toronto University student center 
and chapel building has begun. Two 
new missions have been opened, and 
the Kitchener churches have purchased 
a lot for a future mission. 

Surveying the District’s opportunities 
and needs, President W. O. Rathke 
asked for “men of courage.” God does 
not honor numbers in themselves, he 
reminded the delegates. “God honors 
quality. The notion that we must be 
united in a superchurch to be strong 
enough to win the world for Christ is 
not in accord with Scripture.” 

In his essay on “The Church and Its 
Ministry” Prof. Lorman Petersen em- 
phasized that the church can “do some- 
thing only if the people are doing some- 
thing.” The most important group in 
the church, he stated, is the family unit. 

To represent the District at the first 
convention of Synodical Conference 
Lutheran churches in Canada, Septem- 
ber 11 and 12, in Winnipeg, the con- 
vention elected Revs. Philip L. Fiess 
and Maynard Pollex and laymen Ted 
Luft and Harold Erickson. 


L. E. WENTZLAFF 


1,600 Dubliners Hear 
Springfield Choristers 


A capacity audience of 1,600 persons 
heard the Springfield seminary’s Lu- 
theran Hour Chorus in a recital at the 
YMCA’s Metropolitan Hall in Dublin, 
Ireland, June 22. “Jammed to the 
doors, the audience was highly appreci- 
ative of the choir’s singing and the mes- 
sage presented by Dr. Oswald Hoff- 
mann,” stated a London release. 

Dr. Hoffmann of The Lutheran 
Hour is speaking during each sacred 
concert recital presented by the chorus 
on tour in the British Isles and Europe. 

The evening preceding the concert 
in Dublin the choristers sang to a 
“particularly fine gathering in Belfast’s 
Wellington Hall,” the release said. 

When the chorus sang in Liverpool, 
England, June 23, “the hall was packed 
with people standing. Many had to be 
turned away,” the release added. “Peo- 
ple everywhere tell of the blessing they 
have received through the preaching of 
The Lutheran Hour from Radio Luxem- 
bourg. Many are the comments that 
never did the listeners ever hope to 
meet Dr. Hoffmann and the choir.” 

Expressing his confidence that the 
1958 tour will again measurably con- 
tribute to the closeness of Anglo-Ameri- 
can ties, the U.S. ambassador to Lon- 
don, John Hay Whitney, telegraphed 
his best wishes to the chorus for a suc- 
cessful tour of the British Isles. 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


How Do They Learn Christian Love? 


Mrs. Johnson was deeply concerned. 
“Pastor,” she said, ““I have a problem. 
I tell my children that if they ‘love 
Jesus, they will not hurt each other or 
do unkind things. But it makes no 
difference to the children. I’ve tried so 
hard to teach them in the Christian 
way. How can I teach love to my 
children?” 


This common problem raises the big 
question: Do our children really know 
love? Not merely emotional love, but 
Christian love? How do we teach them 
that? Let’s begin at the beginning. 


Children need love. They need love 
in large quantities and love of the right 
kind. Many of the anxieties and prob- 
lems that become severe enough to de- 
mand the attention of psychiatrists are 
traced to some point in life during 
childhood, to a disturbance of the sense 
of being loved or lovable. Children 
need complete confidence in their right 
to exist, to be here. They need to be 
persons loved and wanted. A child’s 
feeling of being rejected as a person is 
usually harmful to personality and can 
have serious, lifelong consequences. 


Specialists have discovered that chil- 
dren who were simply fed and left to 
themselves were actually retarded 
physically and emotionally. They didn’t 
grow well as persons. However, when 
each day a certain amount of time was 
devoted to these same children, time in 
which an adult fondled and loved them, 
they thrived remarkably. Our whole be- 
ing is made to love and to be loved. 


When the psychologist tells us that 
to be loved and to give love is the 
deepest need of a child, he is speaking 
of human love, love in the parent-child 
relationship according to God’s original 
order. This kind of love builds per- 
sonality even among non-Christians. 
But such love can be fickle and tainted 
by selfishness. 


Mrs. Johnson wants her children to 
know and express Christian love, a love 
that is self-giving and motivated by 
Christ. 


Children learn Christian love from 
Christians, Persons learn by precept 
(words), example, and experience. The 
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clue to the solution is here. The child 
feels love in the atmosphere around 
him, in the tender touch and tone of 
voice, in the care for his needs, especi- 
ally also in family devotions in which 
he is mentioned by name, and in all 
dealings with the child. The child is 
loved, and begins to know what love is. 
Love has meaning in the child’s ex- 
perience when he is told of God’s love. 
Through the concern of loving parents, 
children begin to know what God’s love 
means. 


The earlier and more fully a child ex- 
periences the right kind of human love, 
the easier it should be for him to re- 
spond when he hears of God’s love in 
Christ. The Gospel has “built-in” power 
which enables the believer to know and 
express the love of God. 


To love God and our neighbor be- 
cause we love God is an ability which 
comes only as a gift of God: “We love 
Him because He first loved us” (1 John 
4:19); “He who loves God should love 
his brother also” (1 John 4:21). Our 
greatest desire as parents is that our 
children should receive this gift and act 
upon it. Precept, example, and experi- 
ence are functional parts of the process. 


In the Christian home and the Chris- 
tian church there should be enough 
love — love which is of God — to spill 
over into the lives of all children. Love 
begins as it is felt and experienced. It 
becomes truly known in God’s love in 
Christ. 


The fact of this love must be “shown” 
again and again. And love grows by 
giving it for Christ’s sake. ‘Beloved, let 
us love one another; for love is of God, 
and he who loves is born of God and 
knows God. . . . In this the love of 
God was made manifest among us, that 
God sent His only Son into the world, 
so that we might live through Him.” 
(1 John 4:7, 9 — RSV) 


Harry G. CoIner 


Note: “The Family Council’ is pre- 
pared by Synod's Family Life Com- 
mittee, which welcomes suggestions for 
subjects to be treated in future articles. 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 
210 N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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REVISED STANDARD VERSION’ 
(Continued from page 9) 


ing more and more obsolete (anon 
wist). Some of its words have come t 
have a meaning which is the very o 
posite to that which they had in 1611 
(let, prevent). The KJV no longer co 
municates well to our children ana 
youth. 

Almost every language has so many 
changes in a 50-year period that thi: 
alone calls for revisions. In “Why Re 
vise the Scriptures?” (Christianity To 
day, Nov. 25, 1957) Eugene A. Nidd 
writes: “No living language stands still 
It is in a state of constant change in 
every aspect. . . .” And this largely 
accounts for the fact that “since 161] 
a total of more than 500 translations 
of the Scriptures have been publishec 
in English” (27 full Bibles, more thar 
75 New Testaments, more than 15C€ 
publications of less than a New Testa-i 
ment, and the rest, parts of publishe 
commentaries). 

Other English translations are no 
in the making, both in Great Britai 
and in America. It is too early to kno 
which of these, if any, will eventuall 
replace the KJV. 

Bitterly opposed when it first ap- 
peared, the KJV became accepted onl 
after 50 years. 

We should welcome any translation 
that conveys the Holy Spirit’s meaning 
as given in the original Hebrew and 
Greek. 

Time, Patience Needed 


Both time and patience are needed 
as we look for a suitable and correct t 
translation, one which communicates: 
well in the English of our times to our! 
children. 

While the appearance of numerous j 
new translations of the Bible has con-- 
fused some people, it has not come: 
without definite blessings. Everywhere : 
in English-speaking Christendom there | 
is a revival of Bible interest and Biblical | 
theology. 

In conclusion we call attention to 
the comprehensive resolution passed by 
Synod in its 1953 convention: 

WHEREAS, Much interest and con- 
cern in translations of the Bible has 
been aroused in our country and within 
our own church in recent years, afford- 
ing the opportunity for improved study 
of the Scriptures and review of their 
basic doctrines; and 

WHEREAS, Members of our church 
are properly concerned that no harm 
should be done to the faith and knowl- 
edge of its members through defective 
translations; be it therefore 

Resolved, That Synod reaffirm its 
principle that the original texts of the 
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Scriptures constitute the authority for 
its doctrine, and that it therefore en- 
courage 


1. Its pastors to apply themselves 
diligently to the ascertaining of the in- 
tended meaning of the Scriptures 
through individual study and through 
conference with others; 


2. Its pastors to guide their congre- 
gations into the understanding of the 
Scriptures through sermons, catechetical 
instruction, and Bible classes, helping 
their people to weigh the merits of 
the various versions and to recognize 
their advantages and disadvantages; 


3. The agencies of the church, espe- 
cially the Advisory Committee of the 
Board for Parish Education, the synodi- 
cal Literature Board, and its theological 
professors and editors, to continue the 
program already begun of study, pub- 
lication, and conference with transla- 
tors and publishers aiming at improve- 
ments of erroneous translations. 


Briefly Told 


Zone System. Grace Lutheran 
‘Church, Cleveland Heights, Ohio, en- 
larged its board of elders so that the 
congregation could be organized ac- 
cording to a zone system. “This plan 
of giving an elder a specific responsi- 
bility is becoming more and more 
widely accepted,” states the English Dis- 
trict Stewardship Bulletin. 


Canadian Shirts for India. The 
women of St. Lucas Lutheran Church, 
Ottawa, Ont., “have been busy con- 
verting their husbands’ discarded white 
shirts into hospital gowns for use in 
India,” states the Ontario District 
Edition. 


Without a Pastor. The women of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Ottawa, 
Ont., have helped the vicar and the 
vacancy pastor by making 75 calls to 
shut-ins and sick of the congregation 
during the first two months of the year. 


VBS for Little Indians. The South 
Dakota District is conducting a vaca- 
tion Bible school for Indian children in 
the Sisseton area as a mission project. 
Plans for the school were established 
_in co-operation with the Tribal Council. 
Rev. Joseph Steinmeyer of Watertown 
is in charge of the VBS. 


Appointed. Rev. Gerald E. Kuhn, 
pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Falls Church, Va., has been appointed 
a member of Synod’s Armed Services 
Commission to succeed the late Rev. 
O. A. Sauer of Richmond. As a chap- 
lain from 1951 to 1954, Pastor Kuhn 
saw front-line service in Korea. 


JULY 15, 1958 


Seven children of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Cunningham were baptized and two 


confirmed in St. Matthew’s Church, 
Gulfport, Miss., by Rev. Earl P. Knob- 
loch. A citywide canvass “found” the 
Cunninghams. 


Students’ Gift. Students at Concordia 
College, St. Paul, gave $1,400 to the 
Minnesota District. From their earn- 
ings and allowances the students con- 
tributed to this special offering taken 
one day each week at chapel. At the 
end of the academic year the money 
was presented for missions. An earlier 
gift from the students and faculty was 
sent to Dr. Wong Yong Ji for the 
theological library in a possible future 
seminary in Korea. 


Doubled. Membership in the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church increased from 
512,000 in 1938 to 1,083,000 in 1957. 


German Foreign Missionaries. Re- 
ports from Bonn state that 5,634 Ger- 
man Roman Catholic foreign mission- 
aries now work in Asia, Africa, and the 
South Sea areas. German Protestant 
missionaries in Overseas areas number 
755, according to the latest Yearbook 
of Evangelical Missions. 


Study in France. Norma Boyd, who 
attends Messiah Church, Hays, Kans., 
and is president of the Gamma Delta 
Chapter at Fort Hays State College, re- 
ceived a $2,000 Rotary fellowship. She 
will study at Grenoble University, Gre- 
noble, France. A graduate with a major 
in English, she plans to teach in Kansas 
after her year in France. Her home is 
at Page City, Kans. 


Sinners Pay. Many congregations are 
“roping along” on fund-raising, Dr. 
A. Neil Miller told the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in Can- 
ada. “Too many people think there is 
something ungodly about preaching on 
money. Church bills,” the secretary of 
the Stewardship and Budget Committee 
said, “are paid today by the sinners who 
get out and canvass.” That only 20% 
of PCC congregations hold eyery-mem- 
ber canvasses was called “a deplorable 
condition” by Chairman James Dutton 
of the Board of Administration. 
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Books 


The following books have been reviewed 
by a committee of the Young People’s 
Literature Board, The Lutheran Church — 
Missouri Synod, and are available through 
Concordia Publishing House. 


Boy on the Sheep Trail. By Priscilla 
Carden. Illus. by Kurt Werth. Nel- 
son,;-1957. 96 pages. $2.75. Ages 


Ricky Sanchez, a Spanish-American boy, 
wants to be a sheepherder, but he has to 
find a way to prove to Jim, his brother, 
that he is capable of helping him on the 
trail. The dangers and obstacles which he 
surmounts in recovering lost sheep add 
excitement to this young boy’s efforts to 
prove his worth. This easy-to-read story 
holds the reader’s interest and provides 
a valuable insight into an occupation, as 
does Bill and Rosalie Brown’s Whistle 
Punk (Coward, 1956, $2.50) in which 
young Tim McCoy demonstrates his ability 
at a job in a logging camp. 


The Trail of the Hunter’s Horn. By Billy 


C. Clark. Illus. by Veronica Reed. 
Putnam, 1957. 95 pages. $2.75, 
Ages 10—12. 


A sensitive, beautifully written story of 
a young boy in the Kentucky mountains 
who is given a pup that is blind in one eye. 
Bitterly ashamed of the dog at first, the 
boy gradually comes to an awareness of 
his responsibility for helping it to over- 
come its handicap, and in the process takes 
a long step toward his own maturing. The 
story has something of the same quality 
as that of James Street’s Good-bye, My 
Lady (Lippincott, 1954, $3.75) and Mar- 
jorie Kinnan Rawlings’ The Yearling 
(Scribner, 1939, 1946, $3.50) in its under- 
standing of a young boy’s reaction to a 
difficult situation. 


Rough Road to Glory. By William Camp- 
bell Gault. Dutton, 1958. 191 pages. 
$2.75. Ages 13—17. 


Young Steve Tomkevic’s first love was 
racing, and his great ambition to drive at 
Indianapolis on Memorial Day. The story 
of his climb from the hot-rod and stock- 
car races of the Los Angeles area through 
the Midwestern contests sanctioned by the 
United States Auto Club to the realization 
of his dream is both exciting and authen- 
tic. Grudges have no place on a race 
track, but it takes a crash involving Steve’s 
partner Lee Kranski and his rival Eddie 
Eastman to make Steve realize the con- 
sequences of allowing resentments to inter- 
fere with racing. The details about the 
racing cars themselves, as well as about 
the skills needed to drive them, help cap- 
ture the thrill and excitement of modern- 
day racing. 


Run, Sandpiper, Run. By Lloyd Lézes 
Goff. lus. by the author. Lothrop, 
1957. 32 pages, 7X10. $2.50. Ages 
6—9. 

A simple account of the life of the sand- 
piper, telling how he gets his food and 
meets various dangers. The account be- 
gins on a South American beach, moves 
to a Florida beach, then to the rocky 
shore of Labrador, and ends with the mi- 
gration back to a South American beach. 
Superb lithographs. 


21 


God Loves Me, 1954; God Plans for 
Happy Families, 1955; Round About 
Me, 1953. By Elizabeth Jones. Illus. 
Warner. Each 48 pages. $1.50. Ages 
6—9. 

Excellent, often unposed, photographs 
and readable type face make these three 
books attractive. Through brief stories, 
poems, and Bible passages the author 
shows God’s creation (God Loves Me), 
God’s intent of family life and gift of 
nature (God Plans for Happy Families), 
and God’s attributes and His kindness to 
all His creatures (Round About Me). The 
subtitle of each book is Devotional 
Thoughts for Children. In addition to 
learning about God, the child can learn 
some facts of science from the three books. 


Schoolboy Johnson. 
Morrow, 1958. 
Ages 12—14. 


In this baseball novel that portrays the 
clash between manhood and immature 
youth, Schoolboy Johnson is a promising 
young pitcher who could win if only he 
could learn to control his temper. ‘“He’s 
got to grow up, that’s certain. Kings, pres- 
idents, baseball managers, even School- 
boy Johnson, the same as everyone else.” 
The Dodgers are in the thick of a pennant 
drive, and they badly need the games that 
he could win for them. It takes more 
than the counsel of the veteran pitcher 
Speedy to turn the Schoolboy into a win- 
ning pitcher and a man. The climax, when 
Schoolboy is nudged by death, is a sober- 
ing experience for him. 


John Tunis has again written a sports 
story that can carry its weight of social 
significance and still be popular. His 
characters are believable, the games are 
hotly contested, the phraseology is con- 
temporary; and a generous sprinkling of 
technical expressions makes the book all 
the more absorbing for young sports en- 
thusiasts. Other fine baseball stories by 
John Tunis are The Kid from Tomkinsville 
(1940, $3.00) and The Kid Comes Back 
(1946, $2.75). 


Deaths 


THEODORE M. BECKLER, Jan. 16, 1929, 
Moberly, Mo., to May 19, 1958, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; son of Rev. Edwin and 
Frieda Emde Beckler; graduated Seward 
teachers college, 1949; Indiana University, 
M. A., 1957; principal at Peace, Fort 
Wayne, since 1949. Survivors: Marilyn 
Stanger Beckler; sons Michael and Martin; 
daughter Susan. Funeral: Fort Wayne. 


By John R. Tunis. 
192 pages. $2.95, 


ALEX P. ErTHAL, Dec. 20, 1896, Ster- 
ling, Nebr., to May 20, 1958, Southey, 
Sask., Can.; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1919; parishes: Frankslake, Sask.; Winkler, 
Man.; and Southey, Sask. Funeral: May 
23, Southey, Sask. 


Emit H. Powzin, March 23, 1872, 
Germany, to May 6, 1958, Cleveland, 
Ohio; son of August and Johanna Witte 
Polzin; graduated Springfield seminary, 
1897; parishes: May City, Spirit Lake, 
Terril, Iowa; Otis, Ind.; Meherrin, Va; 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Boston, N. Y., 1921 to 
1931, when he retired. Survivors: Marie 
Lehmberg Polzin; sons Richard, Victor, 
Rudolph, Elvin; daughters Esther, Irene, 
Lorna, Nelda. Funeral: May 10, 1958, 
eee Park, N. Y.; interment, Orchard 
Park. 
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Ecmer H. Riese, April 15, 1908, Juni- 
ata, Nebr., to May 18, 1958, Bishop, 
Texas; son of John and Emma Kuehn 
Riese; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1932; 
parishes: Cisco, Tex.; Littlefield, Tex.; and 
Bishop, Tex. Survivors: Hattie Wende 
Riese; sons Harold and Charles; daughters 
Darlene and Karen. Funeral: May 21, 
Bishop. 


Aucust C. WUNDERLICH, SrR., Aug. 3, 
1872, New Wells, Mo., to May 29, 1958, 
Altenburg, Mo.; son of John and Jo- 
sephine Bendel Wunderlich; graduated 
Springfield seminary, 1895; parishes: Hem- 
ingford, Nebr.; Germania, Wyo.; Wells- 
ville, Mo., 1924 to 1937, when he retired. 
Survivors: Lydia Wunderlich; son August, 
Jr.; daughters Palma Burchert, Erna Stick- 
ney, Edna Kreyling. Funeral: June 1, 
1958, Altenburg, Mo.; interment, Trinity 
Lutheran Cemetery, Altenburg. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Ordained: CANDIDATES 


Munro, Jack W., Trinity, Wellsville, N. Y., by 
Elmer W. Krentz, June 8. 


Ordained and Installed: 


Maier, Paul L., campus pastor, Lutheran Stu- 
dent Center, Kalamazoo, Mich., by H. M. 
Heidenreich, May 25. 

Strieter, Thomas W., St. Peter, McCool, Ind., 
by T. W. Strieter, June 8. 


PASTORS 
Installed: 

Allmann, Alfred R., Zion, Ocheyedan, and 
St. John, Harris, Iowa, by E. J. Kallsen, 
June 1. 

Paul, 


Bauermeister, institutional chaplain, 
St. Louis, Mo., by Pres. George W. Witt- 
mer, June 8. 

Bruening, George, Redeemer, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, by William C. Naatz, May 18. 

Daniel, Theo. A., Outer Drive, Detroit, Mich., 
by Pres. W. Harry Krieger, May 25. 

Dorpat, T. E., Immanuel, Bonners Ferry, 
Idaho, by Nathan Loesch, June 1. 

Geiswinkler, Frederick, Zion, Shelton, Nebr., 
by Arlyn A. Russert, June 1. 

Janssen, Arlo T., St.John, Springfield, Pa., 
by O. H. Bertram, June 1. 

Janssen, Ihno A., Jr., Pilgrim, St. Paul, Minn., 
by Paul M. Krause, June 8. 

Langer, Paul G., St. Paul, Washington, Pa., by 
Aug. F. Brunn, June 1. 

Lutz, Donald A., add’l charge, First, Strand, 
Iowa, by W. H. Discher, May 18 

Moeller, Theodore C., Jr., Our Redeemer, 
Wichita Falls, Tex., by Alvin C. Mack, 


May 25. 

Mueller, Herbert J., pastor, Mount 
Olive, Minneapolis, by Theo. H. 
Schroedel, June 8. 

Schnelle, E. L., Zion, Lincoln, Ill., by Arthur 
E. Neitzel, June 1 

Schultz, Clarence L., Grace, McPherson, Kans., 
by B. A. Hobratschk, June 1 

Siess, Kenneth J., institutional chaplain, Saint 
Louis, Mo., by Pres. George W. Wittmer, 
June 8. 

Wagner, Richard F., Pilgrim, Bellevue, Wash., 
by Luther E. Russert, June 1. 


Installed: TEACHERS 


Buchholz, Emil A., St. Peter, North Judson, 
Ind., by G. H. Raedeke, Jan. 5. 

Kunkel, Cand. Walter, Trinity, Marcus, Iowa, 
by Paul G. Bergmann, May 25. 

Nitschke, Frederic, Trinity, Rochester, Minn., 
by Walter W. Eifert, June 1. 

Quillen, Cand. Ernest W., Zion, Pevely, Mo., 
by Carl F. Schmidt, Sr., May 25. 

Rafert, Wilfred W., Zion, R.1, Decatur, Ind., 
by A. A. Fenner, June 8. 


assoc. 
Minn., 


Official Notices 


Since Visitor Paul Jacobs has become Sec- 
ond Vice-President of the California and Ne- 
vada District, to succeed him Rev. Paul Lang 
has been appointed Visitor of Peninsula Cir- 
cuit No.8—ArtHUR Cart Nirz, President, 
California and Nevada District. 
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Rev. Milan A. Nesko, Hoxie, Kans., ha 
been appointed to serve the unexpired te 
as Visitor for the Ludell Circuit (No.12) t 
succeed Rev. Clarence Schultz, who has ac 
cepted a call into another circuit of 
District. —W. H. Meyer, President, Kansa 
District. 


trict. 


Synodical Conference Convention 


SS. Peter and Paul Lutheran Church, Grac 
and Madison Aves., v 4 
gust 5—8, 1958. beginning with a Communion 
service, 10:00 A. M. Convention essay: Pur: 
ity of Doctrine and the Church’s World Task,’ 
Prof. Elmer Kiessling, Watertown, Wis. 

All regular and advisory delegates ar 
urged to make their housing reservation 
early. If you did not receive the necessary: 
information from your district or synodica: 
secretary, please write to Rev. George 
Vojtko, 13028 Madison Ave., Lakewood 7 
Ohio. — (Prof.) Hersert J. A. Bouman, Sec 
retary, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Notice 


of Lutheran historical interest. 
sence of such materials, the director of Con- 
cordia Historical Institute encourages in-) 
quiries for information available. Indicated 
route of proposed travel and sites you 
interested in seeing. There is no charge fon 
this service. 

If St.Louis is on your itinerary, see thea 
current display at the Historical Institute, 
centering attention on the 119-year-old his 
tory of Concordia Seminary. Also on exhibiti 
is a manuscript written by Martin Luther 
in 1541. Write: Rev. Avucust R. SvELFLow, 
Director, Concordia Historical Institute, 801) 
De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Wanted 


Used electric organ. Must be suitable fory 
24 x 40’ church unheated at times in win- 
ter. Quote price. — WaLTER Priprus, Carnduff,f 
Sask., Canada. 


Changes of Address 
Pastors: 

Allmann, Alfred R., R. 1, Ocheyedan, Iowa 

Baumann, Edgar T., Seventh & Maple,: 
Julesburg, Colo. 

Bleick, Roy H., 816 West, Holdrege, Nebr.: 

Dederer, Henry E., 1451 W. Longview Ave.,, 
Stockton 4, Calif. 

Dorpat, Theo. E., S. 828 Jefferson St.,, 
Spokane 4, Wash. 

Hattstaedt, Dr. Edwin, 3273 N. 47th St.,, 
Milwaukee 16, Wis. 

Hauser, J. George, 800 Oakley, Elgin, Il. 

Kittermann, Chaplain Henry O., Hq. 2d) 
How Bn 78th Arty, 4th AD, APO 751, 
New York, N. Y. 

McMurdie, William F., Box 455, Imperial 
Beach, Calif. . 

Mueller, Herbert J., Mt. Olive Lutheran 
Church, Chicago Ave., at 31st St., Min- 
neapolis 7, Minn. 

Pape, Arthur, Eola, Tex. 

Prohl, Russell C., 4955 Read Rd., New Ore 
leans 27, La. 

Rubbert, F. A., 703 1814 Ave. S., Fargo, 

N. Dak 


ak. 

Schmidt, Edward C., 9814 N. E. Mill Plain 
Rd., Vancouver, Wash. 

Schroeder, Philip, 531 Kirby Dr., 
sing 15, Mich. 

Schulenburg, Louis W., R. 1, Decatur, Ind. 

Strieter, T. W., em., 400 Summer Blvd., 
Collinsville, Ill. 

Volz, Oswald, 1128 Quilliams Rd., Cleve- 
land Hts. 21, Ohio 

Wennerstrom, Robert, Mtd. Rte., Thomas 
Dr., Rome, N. Y. 

Wisgpracuders: Herbert L., Box 1258, Alice, 
‘ex. 


Lan- 


Teachers: 


House, Joseph A., 704 12th St., Boone, Iowa 
veces Be Roland W., R.1, Monroeville, 
nd. 


Peter, Victor, 114 W. 13th, Grand Island, 
Nebr. 
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Letters 


El Dorado Tornado 


The tornado which roared into El 
Dorado from the northwest about 5:49 
P. M., June 10, ravaged a 40-block area, 
taking the lives of 13 people and injuring 
81. A lovely new housing area —in min- 
utes — was an expanse of broken timbers, 
crushed cars, and scattered household 
furniture. Many people were trapped in 
their shattered homes. 

The devastating storm was “born” about 
10 miles from here. Without the few 
minutes’ warning and without being able 
to see the black twisting funnel as it ap- 
proached, El Dorado would have counted 
its dead in the hundreds. As we rushed 
to the parsonage basement, the twister 
appeared to be only a few houses away — 
in reality it was about five blocks. 

By the grace of a loving and protecting 
God, Grace Lutheran Church and parson- 
age and the lives of all the members were 
spared. The home of one family was 
completely destroyed; the homes of eight 
others were heavily damaged. 

The members of Grace Church and their 
pastor are deeply appreciative for all kind- 
nesses and help extended by pastors, con- 
gregations, and friends who were con- 
cerned about our safety and welfare. 

A service of gratitude for those who 
were spared and of prayers for those be- 
reaved and injured was held at Grace 
Church the Sunday following the tragedy. 

(Rev.) Ertc O. METZDORF 

El Dorado, Kans. 


By Contrast 


I wonder how many of the people who 
sat for several hours to see The Ten 
Commandments have spent one tenth of 
that time each day to read the Bible. 

It seems that to the producers and 
stockholders the movie will be a paying 
proposition for a long time to come. 

The benefits received through reading 
God’s Word are immeasurable and endless. 


ALICE BIENENSTOCK 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Communion Cards 


In this day of supermobility, our Lu- 
theran Christians really get around. They 
take well-deserved vacations, and they 
go places — all over the continental United 
States, Canada, and Mexico. 

They don’t let water stop them either. 
They get on a ferry or a plane, and they 
go to Cuba, Guatemala, Puerto Rico, 
et al. I know they do, because I live in 
Cuba and see them come into Havana. 
Because of the political situation this past 
year, visitors are less numerous, but we 
have met many brothers and sisters in the 
faith on this island, the Pearl of the 
Antilles. vind 

What pleases us is that the majority 
of the Lutheran tourists look up their 
church and worship with us if they are 
here over the weekend. Their reasonable 
service to themselves and to the glory 
of their God is commendable. : 

Few of our Synod who have visited 
our church in Havana and received the 
Sacrament have presented an introductory 
letter or a Communion card. 

Friends, come to Havana! Visit with 
us! Soon we shall have a new sanctuary, 
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Letters to this department must be signed. Names 
will be withheld upon request. The opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of the Editors, 
who may reject, print in full, or omit matter not 
pertinent. 


which you, particularly you ladies of the 
LWML, have helped to make a reality. 


Come with a letter from your pastor. 
Ask him for a Communion card. Carry 
this with you wherever you go, and use 
it. You will make it much easier and 
very pleasant for us to serve you here 
in Havana and for pastors in any other 
city. Have your church with you — on 


vacation! ' 
ation” EUGENE _F. GRUELL, Pastor 
Church of the Holy Trinity 


Havana, Cuba 


Answers to Choir Ouestion 


Mrs. Gerald Heidemann in the WITNEss 
of June 17, p. 23, asks why so few men 
and women are willing to sing in the 
church choir. That’s a $64,000 question 
in many a congregation. What to do about 
it? Walter L. Pelz offers a solution in 
his article, “Recruiting New Choir Mem- 
bers,” in Lutheran Education of June 1958. 
Reading and heeding Mr. Pelz’s tried and 
true suggestions may help to build and 
rebuild many a church choir. Why not 


try his plan? epperT D, BRUENING 
Chicago, IIl. 


Many men and women (especially those 
with families) do not participate in choir 
activities because of the high demands 
on their time and the regularity with 
which these demands are required. Few 
organizations within the church meet as 
often as the choir. Membership entails 
a minimum of 1% to 2 hours weekly for 
rehearsals and attendance at _ refresher 


practice prior to any church service in 
which the choir sings. The choir is most 
active during festival seasons, when the 
choir members’ time is also drawn on 
heavily by home duties. Let those who 
have singing talents realize their duty and 
privilege as choir members in spite of the 
tax on their time. 


We have found that the planning of 
the choir program can have a profound 
effect on membership. If the choir di- 
rector uses soloists, instrumentalists, and 
small group numbers, choir members can 
sit in church with their families from time 
to time. 


How many of us, as choir directors, 
properly prepare our rehearsal music each 
week and then come enthusiastically (even 
after a day of hard work), ready to use 
the talents our beautiful Savior has 


: 9 
Cy Mrs. ARTHUR P. BELL 
Yuma, Ariz. 


Japanese Lutheran Has 
English School 


I am sending you a picture taken at 
our children’s party held in May 1958. 

Mrs. Strege, Mrs. Heerboth, and their 
children came to my English school to 
play with the Japanese children. We had 
a very good time together. 


When I was living in Tokyo several 
years ago, we invited Mrs. Strege and 
Mrs. Heerboth to our ladies’ club of Azabu 
Church, of which Rev. William J. Danker 
was then pastor. Last month we were 
so glad to meet and talk again. I hope 
the Lutherans in the United States will be 
happy to see the wives of the missionaries 
and their children with the Japanese chil- 


dren. Mrs. TosHIKO ONO 
Inano-cho 
Itami-shi, Japan 


At children’s party in Tokyo: Mrs. Paul H. Strege (left) and Mrs. Paul M. Heer- 
both (right) are seated in front of Mrs. Toshiko Ono. 


(335) 


23 


. That Builds Lifelong 
Christian Ideals 


. For Youngsters 9—12 


ALL FOUR — ONLY 3 50 


(price per book — $1.00) 


JOEL AND THE SILVER 
TRUMPET 


By Henrietta Van Laar 
illustrated by Betty Wind 


Joel's one desire is to own and play the silver trumpet. His 
ambitions seem almost hopeless until he remembers God is 
ready to help at all times. This inspiring story of Joel and 
his family and the fulfillment of his dreams is woven with 
Christian love and faith. 


82 pages. 16 illustrations. Paper. $1.00. Order 
No. 39W1010. 


ONE SUMMER 


By Georgia Moore Eberling 
illustrated by Betty Wind 


An exciting story of Linda’s memorable visit to her uncle's 
ranch in New Mexico. The little reader becomes acquainted 
with the various customs, foods, and dress of the Spanish- 
speaking natives and with the Indians who live there. Will 
make any child wish to spend just such a summer vacation, 


100 pages. 28 illustrations. Paper. $1.00. Order 
No. 39W1009. 


PATRIOT BLOOD 


By G. L. Wind 


David Holden, a young Harvard University student turned 
army private, travels on an unforgettable journey to glory 
beyond his dreams during the first trying years of our nation. 
Life in colonial America, romance, courage, conflict, and, 
above all, the deep love of a man for home and country — 
these things come vividly to life in this exciting book of ad- 
venture about a boy who helped win the Revolutionary War. 


136 pages. Paper. $1.00. Order No. 39W1013. 


GENTLE HEART 


By G. L. Wind 


Story of two cousins — both officers fighting on opposite sides 
during the Civil War. Mortally wounded at Gettysburg, the 
Southern lieutenant is found by his Northern cousin and brought 
to his home not far away. As a result there is a beautiful re- 
conciliation. Throughout the book the spirit of Abraham 
Lincoln runs like a golden thread. 


136 pages. Paper. $1.00. No. 39W1012. 


Order through your Church Office, Church Book Display, or directly on the coupon below: 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send. mesa a 
TRUMPET, ONE SUMMER, PATRIOT BLOOD, AND GENTLE HEART @ $3.50 


set(s) of Order No. 39W1016, JOEL AND THE SILVER 


Please send me these individual volumes below: 


ia 


hy Genrgie Moors Boacling 


City 


er cous JOEL AND THE SILVER TRUMPET, by Van Laar, 


No. 39W1009, ONE SUMMER, by Eberling @ $1.00 

No. 39W1013, PATRIOT BLOOD, by Wind, @ $1.00 

No. 39W1012, GENTLE HEART, by Wind, @ $1.00. 
| enclose $ 


(To cover partial cost of postage —on all cash orders — please add 5 cents for 
each dollar on your total purchase.) 


Name 


eS 


Address 
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